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SOUTH AFRICA. 


Eatract from the Diary of ENON, on the WITTE REVIER, from 
August to October, 1820. 


Avcust Ist. Brother Hoffman returning from Uitenhage, brought 
us letters from England, which afforded us great pleasure and en- 
couragement. ‘The Rev. Mr. Van Vleck, from Capetown, paid us an 
agreeable visit. 

5th. After the evening service, Brother Schmitt presented to the 
congregation the salutations of the Elders’ Conference of the Unity 
and the Society for the furtherance of the Gospel, with their best 
wishes and prayers for both the inward and outward prosperity of this 
place, where the Lord has erected His standard in the wilderness. All 
joined in loud thanksgivings for the kind notiee of the Fathers and 
Brethren in Europe. 

6th. Some Hottentots being at work in the wood, their dogs began 
to bark, and made them suspect that perhaps Caffres were in the neigh- 
bourhood, among the bushes. On search, they discovered a Caffre 
woman lying in a wretched plight. Having lifted her into the waggon, 
and satisfied themselves that there were no other Caffres in the wood, 
they brought her tous. Wilhelmina being interpreter, we learnt from 
her that she had run away from her master on the Chamtoos Revier, 
and had been twenty days on her journey hither. She subsisted on 
roots and wild fruits, and spent the nights without shelter, among the 

N 
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bushes. Itis surprising, that, at this season of the year, she did not 
perish with hunger and cold. On examination, she had not the least 
complaint to make against her master; she said that she did not like to 
attend his sheep, and therefore ran away. We took charge of her for 
some weeks till she had recovered her strength; but as, by the laws of 
the colony, run-away servants are to be sent to the nearest officer of 
justice, we could not suffer her to remain here, according to her wish, 
but sent her to Uitenhage, to the Landdrost. She always attended 
our evening worship; and being once asked, whether she understood 
what was said, she answered in the negative, but added, that she felt 
something in her heart which she could not describe. 

During these days we were engaged in planting orange and peach 
trees round our garden and in the yard. We fetched them from the 
old place; and as they might be injured by the jolting of a waggon, and 
lose the earth from the roots, Brother Schmitt constructed a sledge, on 
which they were drawn hither in safety. They were all large trees, 
and therefore dug up with a sufficient quantity of earth about their 
roots. We thought on that comfortable text of scripture with which 
we commenced our labours on this spot, and from which we then deri- 
ved so much encouragement: “ I will watch over them, to build and 
“ to plant, saith the Lord.” And we trust to Him, that He will grant 
His blessing to all that we do in His name, both in our outward con- 
cerns, and particularly in that spiritual service to which He has appoint- 
ed us in His house. 

On the 8th was the funeral of Martha, a candidate for the Holy 
Communion, who departed this life in the faith of Christ. Her corpse 
was the first interred in our new burying-ground. With the assistance 
of the Hottentots, we had cleared part of the ground of the thorn- 
bushes, and enclosed it with railing. Martha was baptized during our 
exile at Uitenhage, in September, 1819, and admitted to the class of 
candidates for the Holy Communion, in March last. She expressed 
her gratitude and joy, but observed, that her great age and bodily in- 
firmities would probably deprive her of the favour of becoming a parta- 
ker; that, however, she was truly thankful to the Lord that He had 
granted her to be a spectator, and to enjoy His divine presence on that 
occasion. We may with truth give her the character of an humble and 
upright soul, who walked worthily of the Gospel. She knew herself to 
be by nature a sinful, unworthy creature, but her dependence for mer- 
ey and forgiveness was on her Saviour. By her childlike trust in Him, 
and constant looking to Him for every good gift and blessing, we were 
always delighted and edified. She was very poor and needed assist- 
ance, for which she was most grateful. During her last illness, which 
was a rapid decay of strength, she was patient, and cheerfully resigned 
to the will ofthe Lord. When Sister Schmitt visited her, for the last 
time, on the day of her departure, she said: “I have hitherto always 
* put firm trust in our Saviour, but new some doubts assail me; pray 
“for me.” She was not long permitted to feel any misgivings, for 
the Lord granted her so clear a view of the all-sufficiency of the atone- 
ment made by His bitter sufferings and death, that she departed re- 
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joicing in Him, filled with the blessed hopes of eternal bliss in His 
presence. 

In the following days, Brother Schmitt and his wife spoke with all 
the inhabitants of the place, and perceived, with much thankfulness, 
that the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the Hottentots con- 
tinues, and the fruits thereof increase. ‘They become better acquaint- 
ed with their own sinfulness by nature, and the need they have of 
flying for refuge and deliverance from sin to Jesus, as their only 
Saviour. 

Klaas Smitt said: “ I perceive that I cannot live without our Sa- 
* viour’s mercy, and I pray Him to draw me closer to Himself. I did 
* not feel this so much some time ago, but ever since I removed hither 
with my family last Easter, I have these convictions.” 

Adam Matros, a Caffre by birth: * I cannot make many words, but 
‘thus much I can truly declare, that I desire to live to God only. I 
“am sorry that I cannot yet understand every thing that is said at 


‘church, but I feel however, in my heart, that the Lord is present 
‘ with us.” 


€ 


Hosea Smitt, who had been long a soldier in the Hottentot corps: 
‘ Alas,” said he, “I have spent a great part of my life in straying 
‘ abroad, and neglected the favour conferred on me by being baptized 
‘at Gnadenthal, and the grace of God seemed bestowed on me in vain. 
* But I now feel remorse and grief in my heart, and hope that I may 
‘ declare with truth, that I desire above all things to turn unto the 
‘ Lord, and by His mercy to begin a new life.” 

Abraham Windvogel, who sometime ago was excluded: “ I was ne- 
‘ ver till lately made acquainted with the corruption of my own heart. 
*‘Inow see what a bad man [ am. Nay, I am not worthy to be 
‘called a man; I am worse than a worm, crawling on the ground. 
‘ May the Lord have mercy on me, and not cast me off for ever!” 

Else Roman: “ lam old. O! how thankful am I to our Saviour, 
‘ that He did not suffer me to die in my sins! I know assuredly that 
‘Heis my Saviour. Oh that I were but as faithful to Him as I ought 
“and wish to be! but I am often to blame. Assist me with your 
** prayers.” 

Christina Baly: ‘“* My heart is corrupt and perverse, and I am too 
‘‘ often disposed to stray from the right way, but then the words of St. 

Peter come into my mind: ‘ Lord, to whom should we go? Thou 

* hast the words of eternal life.’ ” 

Catharine October: “ Our Saviour has shown great mercy towards 
‘me, sent me help in my outward troubles, and granted me His 
* blessing more than I could ever have expected, after the murder of 
* my husband.” 

Jan Slinger: ‘‘.As a child I was to have been baptized at Gnaden- 
‘thal, but when my mother brought me to the Missionary, I was so 
“* excessively terrified in his presence, that he advised her rather to 
** put off my baptism till I was more composed. Since that time I 
** have been absent, but now hope that this great favour will be granted 
‘me. My passport is no longer valid, and I must return to my regi- 
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** ment at Grahamstadt, but hope to be with you again at Christmas, 
‘* for I find nowhere rest or pleasure but among the people of God.” 

Lentje Boy: “ 1 seek to have communion with God, and pray often, 
“ but I am not sure that I pray with sincerity. My daughter, whom I 
“‘ have often punished for disobedience, has got before me, and is 
“baptized. I believe this is meant for my humiliation, and that the 
* Lord will teach me something by it. Might I but hear and under- 
** stand His voice!” 

Many others expressed their thankfulness that God, in mercy, had 
brought them to this place, where they had heard the gospel inviting 
sinners to come, believe, and obtain remission of, and deliverance from 
sin, through the merits and atonement made by our Saviour. We 
were much encouraged by these tokens of a genuine work of God 
amongst us in this place, and that our labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 

The celebration of the 13th was indeed a season of great blessing 
to us and our people. ‘Two adults were baptized in the afternoon, and 
the whole congregation seemed to feel the powerful presence of the 
Lord on this solemn occasion. In the evening, the Holy Communion 
was administered. Three persons were present as candidates, one 
with a view to confirmation. 

To-day, we had a very agreeable visit from Commandant Muller 
and his brother. ‘The former rendered us essential services on our 
flight from this place in 1819. ‘They were present at the public ser- 
vice and the baptism, and expressed their great satisfaction and sur- 
prise, in walking over our premises, to see the progress made here 
in building and planting, in the short space of time since our return. 
A tyger having approached close to the dwellings, was shot by a Hot- 
tentot. 

16th. Brother Hoffman spoke with all the little boys, and Sister 
Schmitt with the girls, previous to their meeting on the 17th. Their 
answers, and expressions of their desire to become the children of God 
by faith in Jesus, were very encouraging; for we perceive, that even 
in the hearts of these little ones, the Spirit of truth and grace is begin- 
ning a good work. The meetings appointed for them on the 17th, 
were well attended, and they were truly blessed by Him who has al- 
ways approved Himself the friend of children. After the morning- 
meeting they all went, of their own accord, to the slope of a neighbour- 
ing hill, and sang, from the newly translated Dutch hymn-book, seve- 
ral hymns, with great fervency and sweetness of voice. 

Qist. We recived letters from Gnadeithal, with enclosures from 
Europe, to our great joy. 

26th. God granted us a fruitful rain, which was much needed. Mr. 
Watermeyer, a gentleman from Capetown, arrived with us. His visit 
was mutually agreeable. Having attended all the services on Sunday, 
he left us on the 27th; and as he proposed visiting Gnadenthal on his 
return to Capetown, we were glad of the opportunity of sending our 
diary and letters to our Brethren there. 

The memorial days of the 29th of August and 7th of September 
were celebrated with blessing in the manner usual in our European 
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congregations. Such opportunities always serve to renew in spirit 
our fellowship with our dear Brethren and Sisters at home, from whom 
indeed, as to the body, we are separated by a vast ocean, but closely 
united in the love and presence of our common Saviour. 

On the 30th, Brother Schmitt and his wife went to Uitenhage, on 
business, and returned safe to us on the Ist of September. On their 
return, and about two hours from this place, they met a large herd of 
elephants on the road, which, however, suffered them to pass unmolest- 
ed. Elephants are not in general vicious animals, and, unless provoked 
by attack, or frightened by being suddenly met, never offer to hurt a 
man, passing quietly along. 

September 6th. After a discourse to the communicants, preparatory 
to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, one person was confirmed, and 
another re-admitted to the class of candidates for baptism. 

7th. A large company of Hottentots placing themselves on the 
adjoining hill, sung hymns, expressive of the joy and gratitude of their 
souls for the mercies vouchsafed unto them by the Lord, praising Him 
for His holy incarnation, sufferings, and death, by which He has 
brought them also nigh, and given them the hopes of eternal life and 
bliss. We were deeply affected by this spontaneous effusion of their 
love and thankfulness towards their Redeemer, and are sure that He 
accepted their prayers and praises. Their powerful and harmenious 
voices produced a delightful echo in the vale, and among the woods 
and glens of the opposite hills. In the evening we partook of the 
Holy Communion. He, whose death for us we desire to show forth 
till He come, gave us a most powerful and heart-melting perception of 
His divine presence with us and our dear people: fulfilling His pro- 
mise that He will be with His followers always and in all places, to the 
end of the world. 

10th. ‘The heat was almost intolerable with a strong north-west 
wind. A serpent approaching our dwelling was furiously attacked by 
the cat. She battered the venomous animal about the head with her 
paws with such swiftness, that all the serpent’s attempts to bite her 
failed, and after thus stunning it, seized it by the neck, and severed 
its head from its body. 

18th. Wehad a very agreeable visit from our Landdrost, Colonel 
Cuyler, with Commandant Muller in his company. He spent the night 
with us, and on the following day set out with Mr. Knobel, the survey- 
or, to explore the Zuurberg, and to measure the unoccupied ground in 
that wild region. On their return we had again the pleasure to re- 
ceive and entertain him and his party. After a very dry and hot sea- 
son, on the 15th we had a refreshing rain. 

16th. Being the memorial day, set apart for the servants of the 
Lord, we surrendered ourselves to Him anew, vowing allegiance to 
Him as our only Head and Master, to whom we owe our all, for the 
great love, wherewith He hath loved us even untoe death. We thank- 
ed Him with deep abasement for the undeserved favour we enjoy, to be 
employed in the service of His house, and for the blessing which attends 
our weak endeavours to proclaim His saving name among the hea- 
then; and entreated Him, notwithstanding our own unworthiness and 
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short coming, to continue to be with us, to bless us in our labours, 
and to grant to our congregation of believing Hottentots to increase 
in number and grace. In the evening-meeting, Brother Schmitt de- 
livered a discourse on the surrender of the heart to Jesus, without re- 
serve, as the only source of all comfort and peace, which was heard 
with great attention. 

17th. The classes of the women were held in two divisions by Sis- 
ter Schmitt. Their conversation was lively and edifying, and treated 
of the blessedness of that fellowship which we have with the Father 
and His Son Jesus Christ. 

On the 22d and 23d the rains were incessant, which excited us to 
offer thanksgiving to God, as they were much needed. A Mr. Hart, 
who is appointed manager for Government at Somerset, was much 
gratified on his journey thither, to find here such good shelter, and 
seemed to enjoy his visit. He was formerly an officer in the Hottentot 
corps, and his kind treatment of several of our people belonging to it, 
is always remembered by them with great gratitude. 

27th. We received the painful intelligence of the departure of our 
much respected Sister Bonatz, at Groenekloof. 

In the first days of October the weather changed from rain to exces- 
sive heat; but a heavy storm on the 8th cleared the air. 

10th. Brother Schmitt had the misfortune to wound his foot with a 
sharp hatchet, and suffered much pain for several days, on which he 
was obliged to desist from all work. 

For many weeks we had not discovered any elephants in our neigh- 
bourhood, and almost hoped, that these huge animals had taken them- 
selves off, and did not mean to trouble us any more. But we were 
mistaken, foron the 12th, in the morning, we discovered with grief 
and terror, that one of them during the night had visited a corn-field 
near our dwelling. We guessed, that he must have come rather late, 
and not had time to satisfy his appetite, for he had only devoured one 
part of the corn, trod down another, and left us a small portion. It is 
said, that when these creatures once get the taste of corn, they like it 
so well, that they come again, and bring their mates with them. 
We therefore were under the necessity of appointing watchmen for 
several nights, to prevent further damage. ‘To-day, Brother Hoffman, 
returning from Uitenhage, brought us letters from Brother Hallbeck at 
Gnadenthal with Text-books for next year. 

14th. We celebrated the Lord’s Supper with much blessing. Six 
persons were admitted as candidates. 

Brother Hoffman had spoken with all the men, and Sister Schmitt 
with all the women in the settlement, and made a very favourable re- 
port on the state of most of our people, particularly those, who, by 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, have learnt to know themselves as 
sinners, and seek to experience grace in the blood of Jesus. There 
was a spirit of true humility and contrition of heart perceptible among 
them. 

Marcus Moses expressed himself thus:—‘ I may say with truth, that 
** T have found peace with God my Saviour, and spend my time in 
“ communion with Him: for my many wants and failings, which I so 
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“ often perceive in me, make me continually turn to Him for help and 
“pardon. He is so gracious, that He always hears my prayers, and 
“ gives me a sense of His love towards my soul. I approach to His 
“ table in the Holy Communion with humble joy, for I find that I stand 
“ in need of this strengthening of my faith.” 

Linert Roberts: ‘* How I thank our Saviour, that He brought me to 
“ this place in my old age! Here I have daily opportunities to hear 
“ what He has done and suffered for me. Iam often so much overcome 
‘in the meetings that I could weep aloud; but I am still: and though 
“ T say little about it at home, yet I ponder in my beart upon His 
“ astonishing mercy towards me.” 

‘obus Windvogel, having been lately at Grahamstown, related, that 
on the journey he had nearly lost his life. He was driving down a 
steep hill, and on jumping off the waggon, fell under the wheel. “ Ah, 
“said he, had it not been for the protecting hand of our Saviour, which 
“snatched me from destruction, the waggon would have passed over 
“me, and crushed me to death. I could not leave off praising Him 
“‘ for my escape, for He watched over me with more tenderness than 
“a mother does over her child. Oh, that for His great love and mer- 
“cy to me, I may devote my whole life unto Him!” 

Abraham Windvogel, who had been excluded on account of devia- 
tions, showed so much contrition of heart, and seemed so much op- 
pressed by » sense of sin, crying for mercy, and entreating us to pray 
for him, that we could not but speak comfortably to him and direct 
him to Jesus, who never casts out the truly penitent sinner, and has 
received gifts for men, yea for the rebellious also. 

15th. Our congregation had lately encreased so much in number, 
that the hall of our house would not contain the auditory in the fore- 
noon’s service, but a large number sat before the house-door. The 
same company attended in the afternoon at the baptism of two women 
of the Gonaqua nation, and a Hottentot girl. The transaction was pe- 
culiarly solemn, and the presence of the Lord with us made it a season 
of great refreshment to all our souls. 

A candidate for baptism came of her own accord to Sister Schmitt, 
and made a free confession of the sinful life she had formerly led, say- 
ing, that all her sins stood before her eyes. She could hardly speak 
for weeping. Sister Schmitt directed her to seek comfort with our 
Saviour, who hears the confession, even of the most worthless, and 
would grant to her also deliverance by His precious blood, which cries 
for mercy, and not for vengeance. 

19th. Three Hottentot families, consisting in all of ten persons, 
obtained leave to live here on trial. 

2ist. Brother Hornig went with several Hottentots to the wood 
to cut timber for the building of a church, which becomes more and 
more needful. 

Brother Schmitt was in danger of being bitten by two most veno- 
mous serpents. Passing through the garden to the corn-fields, he had 
nearly trodden on them as they lay in the path. However they made 
off into a hole, which being opened with caution, they were seen lying 
at the bottom of it, coiled up, where he shot them dead. The hole 
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was then farther explored. Three large serpents were found within 
it, each five feet in length and as thick as a man’s arm. They were 
immediately attacked and destroyed with clubs. Their bodies were 
burnt, as it is generally believed, that if the skeletons of serpents are 
left in the ground, and after some years a naked foot or hand is in- 
jured by them, the danger is as great as from a bite; which however 
is not likely. 

As it is very troublesome in the dry season to carry the water in 
buckets from the river up to our garden, a piece of machinery was in- 
vented to make it easier. It consisted of two buckets, fastened by a 
rope, passing through a pulley, to a tree overhanging the river. Only 
two men are required to attend it. When one bucket comes up full, 
the other descends. The water is emptied into spouts, ten feet from 
the ground, and by them conducted to the garden and yard. This 
arrangement will be very useful to us, when we begin to build the 
church, and will save much labour. We used it on the 25th for the 
first time, and found it to succeed. Our young orange and peach trees 
were much improved by being well watered. 

29th. Eight persons obtained leave to live here. They came to 
us from the country about Somerset, with twenty-eight bullocks and 
cows. 

30th and Sist. We had refreshing showers after a month’s drought. 
Pray for us, dear Brethren, and for our congregation, that the work of 
the Lord may go on to prosper in this place, by His almighty power. 
We salute you all in the fellowship of Jesus. 


(Signed) T. H. Scumirr, 
J. F. Horman, 
G. Horne. 


JAMAICA. 


Extracts from the Diary of New Even, 1820. 


January. We entered upon the new year with earnest prayer to 
the Lord of the harvest, that He would graciously bless the imper- 
fect endeavours of His servants in this island, to call sinners to the 
knowledge of the truth; thanking Him, at the same time, for the 
proofs we have already witnessed, that the Holy Spirit carries on His 
blessed work in the hearts of the negroes, whom we are more espe- 
cially called to serve with the Gospel. Our public services on the 2d, 
were attended not only by a great concourse of negroes, but also by 
some of the white inhabitants, whom we are always glad to see join- 


ing their black Christian Brethren in the worship of their common 
Redeemer. 
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9th. Forty-six negroes partook with us of the Holy Communion; 
and our gracious Lord granted a special blessing upon this solemn trans- 
action. 

The meetings this month have not been so well attended as we could 
wish, owing to the sugar-harvest, in which the negroes were busily 
engaged. We have to remark, with more sorrow than surprise, that 
while this lasts, our people appear to lose ground, in respect to their 
knowledge and practice of Christian truth; they have, in fact, little 
opportunity of coming to church, and the consequences are such as 
might be expected, from the experience which we have of a similar 
state of things in Christian countries. 

19th. ‘The subject of the commencement of the Mission in Green- 
land, was considered in our evening-service. ‘The negroes present 
listened with much attention to what was communicated to them; they 
in general manifest great pleasure when they hear accounts from other 
Missions. 

20th. Brother Becker went to Carmel, where he had the unex- 
pected pleasure to meet Brother Light, from Irwin. After conferring 
together on the state of the Mission, and enjoying the society of each 
other for a short time, Brother Light accompanied Brother Becker to 
New Eden. 

The following day, being Sunday, Brother Light preached to a very 
attentive and numerous auditory of negroes and mulattos; the greatest 
stillness and decorum prevailed, though the church was crowded, and 
a great many stood without. Weafterwards spoke with the applicants 
and candidates for baptism. Their simple declarations gave much 
satisfaction, especially to Brother Light, who had not hitherto witnessed 
such a work of the Holy Spirit in Jamaica. 

Sunday, 3Cth. Our service, at eight o’clock in the morning, was 
attended by above two hundred negroes. We afterwards spoke with 
the second division of applicants and candidates. We regret 
that we have no opportunity to perform this duty except on Sunday 
morning, for the negroes must all return home by dusk. We are 
therefore kept so busily engaged on Sundays, that we have scarcely 
time to get any refreshment, whereas during the course of the week, 
when we have time enough to see them, they have none to spare; 
we are therefore obliged to accommodate ourselves to their circum- 
stances. 

February 5th. 1 was called to visit the communicant negro Robert, 
on Elim estate, who was sick. On arriving at his hut, I found him 
sitting upon his mat and smoking his pipe. Upon asking him how he 
did, he answered, “ Master, I feel very weak; my hands and feet be- 
* gin to swell, and I think I shall soon go home to the Lord Jesus; I 
“ wish you, therefore, to pray with me before my departure. I am 
“ the oldest negro on Elim estate, and have lived to see a great deal, 
“ but little that 1s good; I am weary of this life, and feel very desirous 
‘to reach my eternal home. I believe that my Saviour will, in mercy, 
* open to me the gates of heaven.” A considerable number of bap- 
tized negroes having assembled in his room, I addressed a discourse 
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to them, and at the close, after singing some verses treating of our 
departure to the Lord, I pronounced the benediction upon this 
old negro, whose age is said to be one hundred years. All present 
were deeply affected. This old Brother has an upright heart, and 
when conscious of a fault, readily confesses it; 4 disposition not com- 
mon among the negroes. His course has been therefore edifying and 
satisfactory to us. 

6th. After the usual services, we finished speaking with appli- 
cants, of whom we have seen this time 183. Concerning the greater 
part of these persons we entertain good hopes, that they will surrender 
themselves to that Lord who has redeemed them with His precious 
blood. Many expressed their earnest desire to be converted, and, 
through God’s grace, to be enabled to part with all their heathenish 
customs. One of them informed us, that, at Christmas, he had been 
sent for by the overseer of the estate, and commanded to come and 
dance for him, with other negroes. Upon his objecting, that he had 
learnt that such practices were sinful, his master was very angry, and 
said he should not go any longer to Mr, Becker’s church, where he 
had such things put into his head. The negro persisting that he 
could not do otherwise than go where he heard what was good for 
his soul, he was severely punished. Another negro resisted, with 
equal firmness, the attempt to induce him to join in heathenish di- 
versions, and to discontinue his attendance on the preaching of the 
Gospel. 

Much as we were pleased to learn such instances of steady adhe- 
rence to the dictates of conscience and the word of God, we were not 
without cause for sorrow, in the opposite conduct of some new people, 
who were enticed to their old heathenish practices, and their usual 
attendants, drunkenness and other sins. Such occurrences we deep- 
ly lament. 

17th. I made a journey to the mountains for the first time this year, 
to visit the negroes belonging to our flock, who live dispersed among 
them. After a ride of four hours, I came to an estate called Ingle- 
wood, the owner of which received me in a friendly manner. He 
asked me whether I could come every fortnight, and give his negroes 
religious instruction. I told him [ could not promise to come so often. 
He said, that [ should follow the same plan as the doctor who attended 
his negroes; viz. spend one night at his estate, the next at a neighbour- 
ing one, and so on, till the round was completed. He likewise promi- 
sed that the expenses of such an arrangement should be defrayed. I 
told him, f would consider about his proposal. Hence I proceeded to 
Devon estate, where I arrived at one o’clock; and when the negroes 
came in from the field, delivered a discourse to them. The pleasure 
which my visit seemed to afford them, I cannot describe; and the af- 
fection which they testified towards me, moved me even to tears. I 
believe this was the first time that a Missionary had ever made his ap- 
pearance in this wilderness. After conversing with the negroes, I 
dined with the overseer. I felt on this occasion the advantages afford- 
ed to travellers, by the prevalence of hospitality in this great island. 
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Wherever you travel, you are at no loss for refreshments, it being the 
custom to enter into the nearest house, and to sit down to table with- 
out invitation. From this estate I proceeded to another, called Green 
Valley, where I remained over night, and was treated with much 
friendship, though quite unacquainted with any person there. On 
the 18th [ returned home, after performing a journey of fifty-two miles. 
I fear, however, I am not sufficiently strong frequently to make such 
excursions. 

26th. Being Sunday, we held our prayer-day, as usual every two 
months. After the sermon, fourteen adults were baptized into the 
death of Jesus, during which solemn transaction the presence of our 
gracious Lord was most powerfully felt. The candidates afterwards 
assured us, that they had earnestly prayed to the Lord, that He would 
enable them to perform the promises contained in their baptismal 
vows, and that they had felt truly happy during the whole service. 
We were much gratified to witness the cordiality with which they 
were saluted as Brethren by the members of the negro congregation. 
Twenty-seven persons were afterwards admitted into the class of can- 
didates for baptism; and in the concluding meeting, four persons, who 
had formerly been baptized in the English church, were received as 
members of our congregation. 

March 16th. Iwas called to visit the sick negro, Nathaniel, on 
Elim estate. I found him very low, and scarcely able to speak; but 
what he said, with a fauitering voice, proved that he was happy, and 
resigned to our Saviour’s will. In the course of the speaking with the 
applicants and candidates for baptism, we learnt that some of the 
overseers had resorted again to the ee of having their negroes 
baptized by the clergyman of the parish. A negro driver, called Banny, 
was, among the rest, sent for, and told by the overseer, that he should 
be baptized. The negro answered: ‘“* Massa, I go to church at the 

* pegee, and my name is on the list of candidates for baptism, I can- 

‘not, therefore, be baptized any where else.” The overseer replied: 

“¥ ery well, let all the negroes ‘who attend at the Bogue stand on one 
‘ “side. It is proper that you should be baptized Gee only those shall 

‘ be baptized who do not go to the Missionaries. 

24th, was the funeral of Nathaniel, who saan happily on the 
preceding day. He was baptized in 1814, and conducted himself in 
general as became his profession. His end was hastened by a mis- 
understanding which arose between him and the overseer, who was 
displeased because he did not behave with sufficient severity to the 
negroes, being the driver. Being conscions that he had acted with 
faithfulness in his station, he felt these reproaches keenly, and his 
health evidently suffered in consequence. 

26th. Being Pa’m Sunday, the services were well attended. Among 
the applicants who afterwards came to visit us, many seemed truly 
concerned for their soul’s salvation. A woman being asked, if she 
knew that her heart was by nature unclean and depraved, answered, 
“ Oh, Massa, I have never done any thing good in my whole life, and 
‘* I know my sins have been the cause of the sufferings of Jesus Christ, 
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‘my Saviour.” The meetings for reading the history of the Passion- 
week were well attended by the negroes, and we trust they re- 
ceived an abiding blessing. Besides these meetings, Iheld one for 
the sick and infirm negroes on each of the following estates: the 
Bogue, Lancaster, T'wo-mile-wood, and Elim, communicating on each 
occasion the history of Good Friday. The hearers appeared much 
affected. 

9th, being Quasimodogeniti Sunday, we had the pleasure to meet a 
large company of such as had been admitted to church privileges since 
Easter, 1819. The whole number amounted to 102, viz. fifty-five men, 
and forty-seven women, most of whom attended. I held a discourse 
to those present, on the doctrinal text for the day: ‘“‘ Then they that 
“ gladly received the word, were baptized, and the same day there 
‘** were added unto them about three thousand souls.” cts ii. 41. All 
present, upon being questioned, after the meeting, whether they would 
devote themselves anew to the Lord, answered readily in the affirma- 
tive, and likewise pledged their hands to continue, through grace, faith- 
ful to their promise. 

One of the negroes (named John Abraham) belonging to 'Two-mile- 
wood estate, was particularly impressed with the discourse held on this 
occasion, and thenked me for it, at parting. He was observed to sig- 
nify his assent especially to some observations made on the subject of 
our living in communion with our Saviour, and being ready, whenever 
He should call, to depart to him. On returning home he went out to 
work in the field, and continued at his labour, in very heavy rain; in 
the evening he was taken violently ill, and the disorder increasing, ex- 
pressed his wish to be released from suffering, and be at home with 
the Lord. ‘This favour was granted him about noon, on Monday, about 
twenty-four hours after he had left us. Those who attended him, in- 
formed us that he had sung verses during his short illness, expressive 
of the happiness and faith of his soul. 

The overseer of the estate called upon me immediately after his de- 
parture, and requested me to preach his funeral sermon. Speaking of 
our late Brother, he gave him a most excellent testimony for faithful- 
ness and diligence in his employment, which was that of master-mason 
to the estate. I accordingly went over on the 11th, and preached to 
an attentive auditory, consisting of nearly thirty white people and mu- 
lattos, and 200 negroes, from the text, “ J know that my Redeemer 
liveth,” &c. Every mark of respect was shown to the memory of the 
deceased. 

25th. I visited the aged communicant Brother, Charles Lancaster, 
whom I found in a dying state, but in a very comfortable and edify- 
ing frame of mind. 

Returning home I experienced a remarkable preservation of my life. 
My horse reared and fell with me; in rising, his fore-foot struck my 
head; but as fortunately the chief weight of it rested upon my hat, I 
escaped any serious injury. My right foot, however, upon which the 
animal likewise trod, was bruised considerably. When I got up, my 
foot had swelled much. Finding myself unable to overtake the horse, 
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I walked home; our people were alarmed to see me come without the 
horse: but when I had related to them my accident, some of them set 
off to seek him. They found him in a wood near the road, trembling 
exceedingly. 

May. We celebrated the festival of our Lord’s Ascension, on the 
11th, with peculiar solemnity. On this occasion we concluded the ser- 
vices we have held for three years and four months, in our dwelling- 
house. ‘The Lord’s name be praised for all the mercies and blessings, 
we have enjoyed, during this period. 

On the 14th, the new church was solemnly consecrated to the wor- 
ship of the Triune God, agreeably to the rites of the United Brethren’s 
Church. 

During the Whitsun-week, the rain was so violent, that we were 
altogether prevented from meeting our negroes. We trust, however, 
that the important subject commemorated during this season, was not 
forgotten by them. 

June 2d. We met the classes of the communicants, and our Saviour 
granted a special blessing upon this meeting, the first of the kind held 
in the new church. 

Every Sunday we have the pleasure to see strange negroes come 
to our church, many of whom request their names to be entered in the 
books as applicants. We spoke in the following week with the bap- 
tized, and candidates for the Holy Communion. Many of them testify 
an uncommon desire after this privilege, especially those who come 
from the Coffee Mountains; but as we are not so well acquainted with 
their conduct, owing to their distance from us, we must proceed with 
caution. ‘Twelve of these negroes, being appointed to be confirmed, 
we made it known to them, to their great joy. 

18th. I went to Elim estate to preach the funeral sermon of the 
negro Sister, Maria. She had been baptized in 1799, by Brother How- 
ell, but was not admitted to the Holy Communion till 1814, For 
the last twelve years of her life, she had to endure great sufferings, 
from an incurable disorder: we were therefore thankful, when she was 
released. 

25th. We celebrated the Holy Communion for the first time in our 
new church; and our gracious I.ord on this solemn occasion filled our 
hearts with a sense of bis pardoning love, and satisfied us with the 
good things of His house. 

July 9th. A great concourse of persons of all classes attended the 
Sunday services. ‘To our joy we noticed the attendance, for the first 
time, of some baptized and new people from Island estate. They said 
on going home, “ That the word of God was so sweet to their hearts, 
“ that they would soon come again to church.” I told them, that it 
would give us great pleasure to see them as often as possible, and re- 
minded them, that the distance they had to travel was not half as great 
as that of many who were frequent attendants; for they were only seven 
miles off, and others nearly twenty. They answered, “ This we per- 
“ ceive is the case, and we will come oftener.” 
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23d. Being prayer-day, we had the pleasure to administer Holy 
Baptism to ten men, twelve women, and two children, amidst a power- 
ful sense of the presence of God. Several white persons were present 
with their children. In the following meeting, a man and two women, 
who had been baptized in the Church of England, were received into 
our congregation. We had likewise the pleasure, to admit nineteen 
persons, into the class of candidates for Baptism. Our meetings 
during the past month have been almost always well attended, and 
we generally notice each time, some negroes who had not been with 
us before. * 

August 8th. I went with my wife, to visit the old blind negro as- 
sistant, Leah, who has been sickly for some time. We found her 
very week; when she perceived us enter her xoom, she said, ‘ I am 
“‘ very glad once more to be visited by you. I cannot indeed see you, 
*< for Lam quite blind; but I wish to tell you that I believe, F shall 
* soon go home to our Saviour. I pray often to Him that He would 
*‘ bestow on me the garment of His righteousness. Iam a poor and 
“* miserable creature, and have nothing that 1s good to bring to Him; 
‘* but I trust He wil] receive me in mercy.” After singirig and praying 
with her, for which she expressed much thankfulness, we returned 
home. 

The celebration of the Holy Communion on the 20th, at which fifty- 
seven communicants were present, and the speaking with the applicants 
and candidates on the 27th, proved very encouraging to us. The 
latter, however, was attended with no trifling fatigue, as we had to 
speak with one hundred and five individuals, and we were thankful, 
that the Lord afforded us the requisite strength to perform this duty. 

September 17th. Being prayer-day, we had the joy to add seventeen 
persons to the Christian Church by Holy Baptism, and to receive five 
as members of the congregation. The meetings were attended by a 
great number of persons of all descriptions, upon some of whom we 
trust a good impression was made. 

Sister Becker visited several sick on Elim estate, whom she found 
in general in a happy state of mind. Rebecca said, “I do not know 
‘*< why our Saviour does not come to take me to Himself; I have been 
* Jong waiting for Him.” She was told that He knew best when a 
soul was fully prepared for eternity, and encouraged to look to His 
merits and death, for the support she needed while in this vale of 
tears. This old Sister was baptized above fifty-one years ago. 

October 1st. We had our usual Sunday’s service at eight o’clock. 
I took occasion from the words of the Apostle, 1 Cor. i. 18, to warn 
my hearers against the danger of trusting in their own righteousness, 
an error as prevalent among the debased negro race, as it is among 
professing Christians; commending to them the merits of Christ as 
the only ground of acceptance with God. Afterwards I conversed 
with the members of the congregation in the church, for they seem to 
understand what is said in conversation much better than in a set dis- 
course. Our Saviour has granted His blessing upon this practice. 
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16th. Was the funeral of the communicant Sister Patience of Bogue 
estate. She was vaptized in 1799, by Brother Howell, and became a 
communicant in 1801. As long as we have known her, she has af- 
forded us pleasure. It was-her delight to assist her poorer Brethren 
and Sisters, as faras she was able; and as she was unable latterly to 
work in the fields, she made it a practice to visit the sick and aged on 
the estate, and to speak a word of comfort, when needful. She was 
highly respected by the whole congregation, and her funeral was nume- 
rously attended. 

20th. Iwas called to bury the old communicant Brother Peter, 
of Two-mile-wood estate. He had been baptized by Brother Planta, 
in 1777 and was admitted to the Communion in 1813. He wasa 
man of few words; but his walk was worthy of the gospel. His age 
was generally supposed to amount to 100 years. His wife, Cornelia, 
who was also a communicant, followed him a few days after. 

29th. We finished speaking with new applicants, of whom we have 
this time seen and conversed with one hundred and fifty-five. Of the 
negroes from the mountains we have to observe, that though they are, 
when they first come to church, excessively ignorant; yet such of them 
as receive the word of truth in sincerity, and are truly converted to 
the Lord, evince a change of character and capacity to understand di- 
vine things, which often surprises us, and proves an encouragement to 
us to have patience with them at the beginning. 

November 12th. ‘To-day ten persons were added to our flock by 
baptism, or reception into the congregation, and nineteen admitted as 
candidates for baptism. 

26th. We visited several sick and infirm negroes at Elim. I first 
went to see a negro, of whom I had heard that he had spoken in a very 
improper manner, declaring, even with oaths. his disbelief in the doc- 
trine of the sufferings and death of Christ. I spoke very earnestly to 
him, on the dreadful state he was in, and the sin he had committed by 
denying his Saviour, asking him if he did not fear, that if he should 
die, he would be lost for ever. He seemed somewhat alarmed, and 
owned he had committed a heinous sin, promising at the same time he 
would not be guilty of it again. I am sorry to add, that this poor 
man departed this life without having given any satisfactory proofs of 
sincere repentance. 

December 10th. We met, for the last time this year, to celebrate 
the Holy Communion. The Lord granted a special blessing upon this 
solemnity, at which fifty-two negroes were present. He listened to the 
prayers which we offered up to Him for the pardon of our many sins 
and deviations, granting us to feel His peace in our souls, 

Q7th. Wewere thankful for the blessing which attended the cele- 
bration of the Christmas festival, and that no disturbances took place 
during the holydays in our neighbourhood. We hear: of some dread- 
ful murders having been committed on some distant estates. 

29th. I held a discourse on occasion of the interment of the com- 
municant Sister Martha, of Bogue estate, which was numerously at- 
tended. Qur late Sister had been for many years a faithful assistant 
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in the mission; and on account of her occasional disclosure of the irre- 
gular conduct of other negroes on the estate, had to endure a good 
deal of ill-will from them. She declared to me when I last visited her, 
that whatever these persons might think, she had no other end in view 
than their own good. She was baptized in 1783, by Brother D. Tay- 
lor, and in 1789, admitted to the Lord’s Supper. Her conduct was 
becoming her profession, and we have much cause to regret her loss, 
as she was the only assistant on Bogue estate. 

In the evening at seven, we met to conclude the year in a solemn 
manner, intreating the Lord, our faithful Shepherd, to forgive all our 
past deviations, and to take us anew into His holy keeping. 

In the course of the year 1820, one hundred and nineteen negroes 
have been admitted candidates for Baptism; eighty-one adults, and 
eleven children baptized; nineteen received into the congregation; 
twenty admitted to the Holy Communien. Thirteen departed this life. 
The congregation consists of seventy-six communicants. Baptized, 
including children, 275 persons. One hundred and twelve candidates 
for Baptism. One hundred and seventy-six applicants.—Total 639 
persons, all of whom, with our3elves, we commend to the prayers of all 
our Brethren and friends. 


JOHN BECKER. 


GREENLAND. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 


1. From Brother Joun Goprrey Gorcke. 


LicuTENFELs, June 2d, 1821. 
Dear Brotuer, 

* YOUR letter of February 16th, 1821, was received by us on 
the 21st of May, and we rejoiced to find that you and those dear friends 
in England, with whom we had the pleasure to become acquainted, are 
yet in the enjoyment of health, and active in their different callings, 
endeavouring to promote the cause of God in the world, for which 
they have our most fervent prayers. We were delighted with the 
enclosed letters from our children in Labrador. May our Saviour by 
His Spirit make them true and faithful servants in His house. All you 
sent us last year, but which, on account of the ice, could not reach 
Copenhagen in time to come by last year’s ships, is now, according to 
a bill of lading sent us, on board the ship bound to Fredericshaab, and 
we hope to receive it in due time. ‘The mistake, (if I may call what 
has turned out to our advantage, by that epithet,) by which we have 
received new curtains and a cover for the desk in our church, has 
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given us and our dear Greenlanders unexpected pleasure, and we thank 
you cordially for having directed the duplicate of the articles sent to 
Lichtenau, to be forwarded to us. I not only consider it no mistake, 
but a kind direction of Providence, for | assure you, that our curtains 
and the green cloth covering the desk, were worn to rags, and not fit 
to be seen in a place of worship. Thus, by an unforeseen occurrence, 
the Lord has sent us what we wanted, when, on account of the expense, 
we did not venture to ask for it. ‘To those, who have so generously 
contributed towards it, may He grant rich blessings. We have also 
the satisfaction to know, that Lichtenau is equally well supplied by 
English benefactors. A chest of various kinds of useful articles is 
likewise announced, as a present from England, to be divided between 
Lichtenfels and Lichtenau.” 

He then remarks on the best way of making welt distributions, and 
sending the goods for different places by different ships, as the com- 
munication between the settlements is so uncertain, that it is easier 
and more expeditious to send packages from Europe, than from a 
neighbouring settlement, and it has sometimes happened, that the Mis- 
sionaries at Newherrnhut have had to wait two or three years for 
goods sent for them to Fredericshaab or Lichtenau, 

“ Your remarks on the difference between the Greenland and the 
Esquimaux languages are true. They are dialects of the same lan- 
guage, but we think the Greenland more refined. ‘The means of learn- 
ing it are, written grammars, vocubularies, and sentences; the latter 
chiefly relating to religious subjects, and texts of scripture. Such col- 
loquies, as would be useful to such a navigator as Captain Parry; we 
should hardly know how to compose in German, but if I had them 
sent me, I think I could easily translate them into the Greenland lan- 
guage. Butas so much depends upon the accent laid on particular 
syllables, and a word often gets quite a different meaning, merely by a 
different accent, Captain Parry would now and then be ata loss in 
conversing from his notes with Greenlanders or Esquimaux, who had 
never before heard an European pronounce their language. 

“ Brother Kleinschmidt, at Lichtenau, has now made a fair copy of 
the whole New Testament in the Greenland language. We have all 
revised and corrected it according to our best knowledge, and it is to be 
sent to you this year, to present it to the venerable British and Foreign 
Bible Society, who have so generously offered to print it for us. All 
our Greenlanders join us in this petition. We beg you, dear Brother, 
to undertake the revision and correction of the press. The Society 
will judge for themselves of the number of copies, which would be 
wanted, when they are informed, that the three congregations, under 
the care of the Brethren in Greenland, consist of the following num- 
bers. At Newherrnhut of $59; at Lichtenfels of $31, and at Lichtenau 
of 588, in all of 1278, old and young. 

* As to our congregation here, grace and peace from God our Sa- 
viour, has ruled among us, and His blessing has attended the preaching 
of the word of His cross. You have yourself experienced, what is 
felt among such a company of converts from among the heathen, when 
they meet in His name, and especially while many of them are yet in 

P 
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their first love, which I suppose to be the case among the Hottentots. 
It is truly a spiritual feast to be present with them. From among the 
heathen we get but few visitors in this place. Last year, a young 
heathen woman, between seventeen and eighteen years old, came to 
live here, and gave us good reason to hope that she would be truly 
converted to God. But when, in November and December last, she 
had frequent attacks of illness, her heathenish habits again showed 
themselves, and she lost ground. Now she repents of those absurdi- 
ties with many tears, and cries to the Lord for pardon; and I have 
again good hopes, that it will please Him to grant her to be born 
again of the Spirit. She has a remarkably good capacity for learning, 
and, if her heart is truly converted, may be useful in many ways. 

* You and we wish that we had a fourth settlement in this country, 
farther south, that the heathen Greenlanders might have easier ac- 
cess to us, and we to them. It is, however, a great question, whe- 
ther it could be brought about. Various difficulties stand in the way 
of it. 

* From several quarters we have heard with concern, that you have 
had much disturbance and riotous proceeding in England. How- 
ever, as you are accustomed to such things, we comfort ourselves, that 
you are not much annoyed by them, and soon get to rest again. Here 
we live in peace, and as fellow-labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, enjoy 
love, confidence, and union of spirit, for which we bless Him, who is 
the Prince of Peace. We likewise live in friendship with our neigh- 
bours, the merchants in the colony. The Lutheran Danish Missiona- 
ry residing here, is an half European, an agreeable man, who loves the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity, and is better qualified to instruct Greenlanders 
than a learned divine from Europe. 

* The winter has been mild, but with frequent changes of weather. 
In January it was so mild, that the women could go out to pick ber- 
ries. Few seals were caught, but, by God’s mercy, the people did not 
suffer want. 

** We beg to salute all our dear Brethren, friends, and benefactors 
in England, and especially your Society for the furtherance of the 
Gospel; and commending ourselves and our dear Greenland congrega- 
tion to their prayers and kind remembrance, remain ever, &c. 


JOHN GODFREY GORCKE. 


2. From Brother Jacos Becx, (fifty-one years employed in the 
Mission. ) 


Licutenav, June 2d, 1821, 
My Dear Brotuer, 


* On this day, when, eighty-three years ago, the first-fruits of the 
Greenland nation, Samuel Kayarnak, was pierced to the heart by the 
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word of the cross and the history of our Saviour’s sufferings in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane, (a day ever to be remembered by us, I take up 
my pen to answer your kind letter of the 18th of February, for which 
I return you my best thanks. The 29th of May w:s indeed a day of 
rejoicing, on which we received our letters from Europe, and were 
anew convinced .of the near interest our dear Brethren and Sisters, 
and friends in all parts of the world, feel in the welfare both of our- 
selves and of the Mission in Greenland, which we have the favour to 
serve. Every thing we stand in need of, for our support, has again 
been liberally supplied. We beg, therefore, to present to all our kind 
benefactors every where,our most cordial thanks, and pray our Lord 
and Saviour that He may be their eternal reward, and give unto them 
all they want for the we sll being of both soul and body. 

* The share you take in the welfare of our dear children, gratifies 
us much. We rejoice to hear, by our son’s letter from Nain, j in La- 
brador, that he is well in health, and has already advanced so much in 
the Esquimaux language, as to be able to speak in public. May he 
continually experience the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
the presence of our Saviour, in his present —, Our daughter at 
Saratov, in Russia, is married, and will move to Sarepta. We have 
the other with us here, and enjoy the great satisfaction of living together 
as one family. 

** The kindness shown to us and our Greenlanders by your dear coun- 
trymen, demands our warmest gratitude, and encourages us to com- 
municate to them freely whatever concerns us, knowing that they take 
so near a share in our weal and woe. But we have not much to report 
that is new, as the history of every year is much like that of the for- 
mer. However, as you wish it, I will mention a few occurrences which 
may not be uninteresting. But you had better come hither yourself, 
and you then might find much that would be newto you. Our climate 
is indeed not very alluring, but the cold is not so intolerable as you 
might imagine. We have yet, in the neighbourhood of Lichtenau, a 
sufficient quantity of wood and bushes for fuel, to defend ourselves 
against it, by making our room warm. That we cannot well rear vege- 
tables i in our garden, is not so much to be ascribed to the climate, as 
to the long-lasting frost in the ground. But if you came to us, you 
would not mind these trifles, and feel great affection for the Greenland- 
ers. Our Saviour has shed His blood for this nation also; and though 
they are full of infirmity, and mean in appearance, He will rejoice over 
them as part of the reward promised unto Him for the travail of His 
soul, if they hear and believe the gospel. We also rejoice over them, 
and will not grow weary, by our Lord’s grace, to preach the word of 
atonement, and continually to repeat to them the saving doctrines He 
has taught us, and commanded us to make known to all nations. 

“© As far as I remember, I mentioned, in my last letter, that we might 
hope for an increase in our congregation. 

*“ The Danes, in 1797, established a new factory about thirty-five 
English miles south of us, near the island of Cape Farewell, end ap- 
pointed a Catechist of the Greenland nation to take charge of the con- 
gregation, as a branch of the Mission. The Missionary goes thither 
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twice a year to administer baptism to the catechumens, &c. Between 
that place and Lichtenau there were, and still are, some heathen fami- 
lies settled, who always preferred coming to us, if they wanted any 
thing. We visited them, when we went to see our own people in the 
out-places in their neighbourhood, and preached the gospel to them, 
but for many years without effect. But now it has pleased the Lord, 
by His Spirit, to awaken their souls, and both during the last winter 
and this autumn, about fifty, old and young, came to us, who seem to 
be in very good earnest to be converted. Some were added to the 
candidates*for baptism, and some (with a few who had lived here some 
time) were baptized. ‘Thirteen adults from among the heathen, have 
thus been added, by holy baptism, to the Christian church. There are 
likewise several heathen families living in the islands belonging to 
this district. ‘These have declared their intention to come to us, and 
to believe in the gospe], and be converted to Jesus. Our Greenland 
assistants frequently visited them during the winter, and were received 
with great joy. 

«© A man, who had often been present when the gospel was preach- 
ed, but formerly would not hear any thing about conversion, now be- 
gan to listen to it with attention, and at Christmas came hither with his 
whole family, with a view to attend ovr church. He seemed quite 
changed in his whole deportment, and returned with a determination 
to remove hither. But being seized with a bowel-complaint, it proved 
the occasion of his departure out of this world, before he could put his 
design into execution. He was visited by the Greenland assistants, 
cried tu Jesus for mercy, and expressed a wish to be buried here. His 
request was granted. 

** A considerable number of Greenlanders, from Staatenhook, also 
came on a visit, and are now gone with our people to the herring-fishe- 
ry. From the latter they will hear something that may tend to their 
conversion. ‘I'he presence of the ship, and our correspondence, ren- 
ders it impracticable for us now to visit the heathen, though this is the 
best time for it. 

* We will wait and see what the Lord will do for the South Green- 
landers. ‘They,are much attached to their own country, and think, 
that there is not a better and more beautiful in the world. But per- 
haps the time will soon arrive, when, as formerly, one will excite the 
other to come and believe the gospel for their salvation. 

“ The number of Greenlanders now belonging to this settlement is 
not far short of 600. May our Saviour grant us grace, power and 
unction, to preach the word of His atonement, and open ears and hearts 
to receive it. ‘The young people have been much enlivened by the use 
of the new hymn-book. Those who cannot read, hear the verses 
with attention, and learn them by heart. Our singing has thus become 
more lively. 

* During the winter our people have diligently attended at church. 
The building is too small, and frequently could not contain the numbers 
that came to it, especially when baptism was administered. At Christ- 
mas and Easter, when those from the out-places come hither, there is 
no room for many either to stand or sit. 
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“ We live here in peace, and know nothing of the noises and dis- 
turbances that take place in other parts of the world, especially as we 
get no Gerinan newspapers. But by the magazines printed at Basle, 
we have been made acquainted with much interesting matter, and are 
astonished at the Missionary exertions made in England. We trust, 
that in all places to which the gospel is sent, it will approve itself as 
the power of God in the hearts of the heathen. I think I may yet re- 
turn to Europe, but am not prepared for it this year. May the Lord, 
my Saviour, support me by His grace, and strengthen me amidst all 
my weakness and unworthiness. I salute you and all friends, and 
commend myself, my fellow-labourers, and our dear congregation at 
Lichtenau, to the loving remembrance and prayers of you all, as your 
affectionate Brother, 


JACOB BECK. 


3. From Brother Joun Conrapv Kieinscumivt. 


LicuTenav, June 2d, 1821. 
Dear Brotuer, 


‘* Wirn many thanks I received your letter, dated February 18th, 
with notices of the kind presents sent to us and our Greenlanders, from 
friends in England, which we shall receive in due time. We have 
perceived with gratitude, that this poor nation is not despised in 
England, as living only upon seal’s blubber and mikkiak (rotten fish,) 
and as being filthy and without common sense; [ assure you, though 
they are obliged to live upon what they can get, they are not wanting 
either in a sense of decency, or in good understanding. ‘They have 
hearts to feel the love and kind offices of their benefactors, and to ap- 
preciate that benevolence, which embraces even such poor unworthy 
creatures as they call themselves, while they pour forth their thanks- 
givings with tears of joy. 

“ We have had a tolerably mild winter, and our people have not 
suffered from want. We know nothing here of political ferment, or 
revolutionary disturbances, and have only to resist the Devil when he 
endeavours to disturb the peace of the congregation or the happiness 
of individuals by his devices, and by the corruption and weakness of 
the human heart; but he has, thank God, no such tools to work with 
in this country, as he appears to have in Europe, according to the pub- 
lic papers. The Strong and Mighty One guards His flock in this place, 
and suffers not the enemy to obtain an advantage over us. The word 
of His cross and atonement evinces more and more its power in the 
hearts of the Greenlanders, as their desire to know Jesus as their Sa- 
viour increases. This country indeed is wild and not to be compared 
to the beautiful parts of Europe; but the earth is every where the 
Lord’s, and where He causes His light to shine, there true glory and 
beauty is seen, and there it is pleasant to dwell. Infirmity and insuffi- 
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ciency are every where apparent, and, till the great harvest, tares will 
ever be permitted to grow among the wheat; but we trust that the Lord 
will never suffer them to prevail. 

“ Our agent at Copenhagen has given us notice, that the things des- 
tined for us from England have been directed to Lichtenfels, from 
whence we hope, that Brother Gorcke will soon find means of sending 
them hither. We are truly thankful to our dear Brethren and friends 
for their kindness, in selecting such articles as are most needed here. 
Flannel is peculiarly usejul, both for old and young. 

‘** T now come to that subject which lies: nearest my heart; I mean 
the translation of the New Testament into the Greenland language. 
My Brethren had committed this work to me; which, when I first under- 
took it, appeared a thing almost impossible to execute. But the 
Lord heard my prayers, and helped me from day to day, insomuch 
that I am now able to contribute my small mite towards the building 
up of His temple on earth. I was engaged with it every day and till 
late at night, till at length my eyes grew so weak and painful, that, for 
a night or two, I could get no rest. J was thereby greatly distressed, 
fearing that I should not be able to finish what I had begun, and cried 
unto Him, who alone is able to open the eyes of the blind, to have 
merey upon me and grant me relief. My prayer was heard. I reco- 
vered from that day, and my eyes even improved so as never after to 
give me any uneasiness; nor will I ascribe it to what the world calls 
chance, but to Him, my Saviour, who would still favour me to continue 
a work I had undertaken in His name, and for the promotion of His 
cause amongst us.” 

[He next enters into some particulars, making such remarks on the 
Greenland mode of spelling, &c. as may direct the printer and reviser, 
and then proceeds: } 

* We wish to state for the satisfaction of the venerable British and 
Foreign Bible Society, that the work now presented to them is a literal 
translation from Luther’s version, and that to insure its being correct 
and intelligible to the Greenlanders, the MS. has been communicated 
to four of our ablest assistants, of whose observations we have diligent- 
ly availed ourselves. 

** Two of the assistants, Benjamin and Shem, have, in the fullness of 
their heart’s joy, written letters to the venerable Society, which I send 
you in their own hand-writing, with a German translation, and beg you 
to translate them into English, and deliver them to the Society, with 
expressions of our cordial esteem and great gratitude for their kind 
promise, to print this Greenland New Testament for the use of our con- 
gregations here. Be so good and superintend the correcting of the 
press. ‘The MS. has moreover been in all the three settlements for 
revision and correction by all the Missionaries. This has delayed it so 
long; for the opportunities of sending packages to and fro are very 
rare and uncertain. 

“ We and our children are, thank God, well in health, and, toge- 
ther with our fellow-labourers, beg to salute all our dear friends and 
Brethren in England. I am ever, dear Brother, yours affectionately, 


J. CONRAD KLEINSCHMIDT. 
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LABRADOR. 


Letters from Lasrapvor to the Breturen’s Socrety for the Furruer- 


ance of the Gosre., in London. 


From Oxxax, August 8, 1821. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


“ We received your letter of the 29th of May last, on the first of 
this month, with great pleasure, and read it with gratitude for your 
continued kind participation in the welfare both of ourse!ves and our 
Esquimaux flock. We were again delighted to see the Harmony ar- 
rive in our harbour, and cannot in words express the joy and thankful- 
ness we felt on this occasion. O, what shall we render unto the Lord 
for His mercy, in conducting this ship and company so safe from all 
that injury, which she might have experienced from ice and storms, on 
her passage. Who can tell all the wonders He has wrought in behalf 
of this land, both as it regards ourselves and its original inhabitants! 
He has indeed done great things for us, and we own it to be altoge- 
ther of His great mercy, undeserved by us; we therefore feel perfect 
security in resigning ourselves into His hands, with full confidence that 
from year to year He will never leave nor forsake us. 

‘« When we take a retrospective view of the year past, we adore the 
goodness of our gracious Heavenly Father. Our Esquimaux had col- 
lected but a scanty portion o their usual winter provision, when the 
early night-frosts occasioned the Lays to be covered with ice, before 
the seals had made their appearance; we and they were therefore not 
a little in doubt how they would subsist during the winter. But, by 
God’s mercy, a strong east wind arose, broke and dispersed the ice, 
and the seals arriving, above eight hundred of them were taken. They 
likewise were so successful, as to get a whale on the 4th of December, 
and thus suffered no want. This merciful providence, as likewise the 
marvellous deliverance of our dear West Indian missionaries, Brother 
Glecker and his company, after suffering shipwreck, and the preserva- 
tion of our Brethren and their premises, during the great fire at Pa 
ramaribo, as described in your letter, are all proofs of the unmerited 
favour of our God towards us and our fellow-labourers in that great 
work, to which we are appointed. These encourage us to believe, that 
He will continue to own and bless our labours, notwithstanding all our 
weakness and insufficiency, and strengthen us to persevere in faith, 
in all places to which He has called us. 

** We, European Brethren and Sisters, have, in general, enjoyed a 
good share of health, some slight indispositions excepted. The Lord 
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has granted us the grace to live together in peace and unity of spirit, 
and by His help and blessing, to proceed with alacrity in our daily 
work, particularly in the construction of the new house, which was 
completed on the $0th of May. It is eighty-two feet long, thirty wide, 
and thirty in height. One half of it is fitted up for a church, &c. the 
other for a dwelling-house. We were glad to have the approbation 
and encouragement of the Elders’ Conference of the Unity as well as 
of the Society, in this undertaking; and are quite satisfied, that the 
forming of the fourth settlement at Kangertluksoak is postponed, though 
we are agsured of your willingness to use all exertions for it, notwith- 
standing the heavy expense which you already incur in endeavouring 
to promote the extension of the kingdom of our Saviour. That He 
has hitherto so marvellously supported you in your labours of love, 
calls for our warmest gratitude. We shall yet require about two years 
more, before all is completed. The materials prepared for the small 
house proposed to be erected at Kangertluksoak, we shall, according 
to the advice received, make use of in the construction of a boat-house 
or a store. 

** The blessing of the Lord has rested upon the preaching of the 
gospel of a crucified Saviour, which, by the grace and power of the 
Holy Spirit, always approves itself the power of God unto salvation to 
all that believe; of which many encouraging instances might be quoted. 
‘The celebration of the festivals of the Christian Church and of the 
Holy Sacraments has been attended with much blessing, and the pre- 
sence of our Saviour, who fulfilled to us His gracious promise, that in 
every place He would be with kiis people, when met in His name. 
The administration of Holy Baptism was more especially distinguished 
by a deep impression made upon the whole congregation. Thirteen 
adults have thus been added to the Christian Church; ten were ad- 
mitted among the candidates; twelve to the Lord’s Supper, and eight 
among the candidates for that ordinance; eight children have been born, 
seven of whom were baptized; four departed this life in the faith of 
Christ; five persons have removed to us from among the heathen: one 
young woman returned to her heathenish connexions. 

** It is our most earnest wish and prayer, that our dear Esquimaux 
flock may grow and increase more and more in the love and know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray daily to Him, as the good 
Shepherd of His sheep, that He would !ead them in the way of salvation, 
and not suffer them to go astray, and we commend them in this view to 
your prayers and intercession. 

** We kept school with the children in two divisions. The schools 
were diligently attended, and most of the children showed an eager 
desire to learn to read. Many of their parents expressed their thank- 
fulness for their instruction, which formerly appeared to their unen- 
lightened minds a matter of no importance. 

** We request you to present to the venerable British and Foreign 
Bible Society our most cordial thanks, for the valuable present of Es- 
qumaux New Testaments, sent to us by the ship. They are a trea- 
sure of immense worth. To you also, dear Brethren, and to all those 
generous benefactors, who take so kind a share in the promulgation 
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of the gospel among the heathen, and have shown such kindness to all 
employed in that important work, assisting you to provide for all our 
wants, as you have again done this year, we beg to express our most 
unfeigned gratitude.. We pray the Lord to reward them with rich 
blessings. May He fill your and their hearts with joy, comfort, and 
peace. 

** Our worthy fellow-labourer, Brother Jacob Nissen, and his wife, 
return to Europe this year, after having most faithfully served this 
mission for twenty-four years. We need not recommend them to your 
love and kind services, but our best wishes and prayers accompany 
them, that the Lord would reward them according to the merciful pro- 
mise He has given to His faithful servants: and may He bring the ship 
and whole company safe across the ocean to you. 

** We conclude with our repeated request, that you would often re- 
member us and our dear Esquimaux ftock here at Okkak in your pray- 
ers, assuring you that we will do the same in your behalf. May He 
strengthen us for our work, and particularly for the commission given 
us to declare unto lost sinners the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, and that eternal truth, that through His blood and righteousness 
alone, salvation is procured for the lost human race. We remain 
ever, dearest Brethren, your most affectionate Brethren and Sisters at 
Okkak. 

(Signed) G. Freprric Knavs, Gro: Kmocnu, 


SAMUEL STURMAN, Jacos Nissen, 


rev. JenseEN MunLer, Jonaruan MENTZEL, 


* P, S. August 17th, 1821. The occasion of our adding a postscript 
to our letter, is an event which we have long wished for, but which has 
hitherto never occurred. The present Governor of Newfoundland, Sir 
Charles Hamilton, has this year dispatched a sloop of war, the Clinker, 
Captain William Martin, to explore the coast of Labrador, and with 
an express direction to visit the three settlements of the Brethren, to 
inquire after the welfare of the Missionaries, and to render them any 
service, if needed. ‘This officer deserves our best thanks and highest 
commendation. Conceiving, that if we had not yet received any ac- 
count of our own vessel, we might be alarmed at the sight of a ship of 
war, he sent an Esquimaux to us from the entrance of the bay, with a 
letter, giving us notice of his arrival at our island, and that it was the 
express order of His Excellency the Governor, that if we stood in need 
of any assistance, it should be afforded. We thought it our duty to 
welcome him in the best manner we could, hoping that the Lord would 
also cause this unforeseen circumstance to tend to the benefit of His 
cause in this country. One advantage has been attained by it, that a 
wicked lie, purposely spread among the Esquimaux, by designing per- 
sons in the south, that the English would send a ship of war to destroy 
the Missionaries and the Christian Esquimaux here, is at once contra- 
dicted. The humane, kind, and generous conduct of Captain Martin 
has convinced them all of the contrary. Both he and the other 
officers conducted themselves towards us and our people as true friends. 


Q 
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From Nain, August 24, 1821. 


Dearest BRETHREN, 


** On the 8th of this month, two post-kayaks, sent by our Bre- 
thren at Okkak, brought us the joyful news that the Harmony had 
safely arrived at that place. O what joy and humble gratitude filled 
our hearts on that occasion! Your kind letter of May 28th last, was de- 
livered to us at the same time, and its contents tended to encourage us 
to persevere in the work of the Lord, with diligence and confidence, 
trusting to Him, who is the Head and Master of Hishouse. We most 
cordially unite with you in thanksgiving, that He has so mercifully 
watched over the ship and company, and preserved them for so many 
years, and now again conducted them safe through all the dangers of 
this coast, bringing us all we stand in need of, for our outward subsist- 
ence and comfort. It is our heart’s desire, that we may be favoured 
to be made useful, as instruments in the Lord’s hand, to lead souls, 
straying in darkness, to the light of His gospel, and to call upon them 
to be reconciled to God, whose beloved son, Jesus Christ, gave Himself 
as a ransom for sin, that by His meritorious death mankind might be 
delivered from the slavery of sin and Satan, and the fear of death, 
through which they are all their lifetime subject to bondage. May 
He give power and success to our testimony, and grant that the hea- 
then may hear it with that effect, which may bring about their true 
conversion to God. 

* ‘To the praise of the glory of His grace, we may declare with truth, 
that the gospel has not been proclaimed by us in this place in vain. 
We have again seen many encouraging, proofs, that the Spirit of God 
guided both the whole congregation and the individuals, into a more 
thorough knowledge of its blessed truths, for their own advancement 
in true piety, and in the love of their Saviour. Thus we hope, that 
even the dry bones will be animated, and through the vivifying power 
of Jesus, more of the divine life be made manifest among all classes of 
men in these distant regions, that they may become obedient to the 
gospel. ‘Those who have believed, and seek and find grace and par- 
don in the blood of Jesus, now rejoice in God their Saviour; and we 
have been greatly encouraged and edified by the earnestness: which 
many of our dear people, and especially the young among them, have 
shown, in seeking to make their calling and election sure, through 
grace. We entreat you, dear Brethren, to help us to pray, that the 
Lord may continue to bless our weak endeavours, and that the Holy 
Spirit may glorify Jesus Christ in the hearts of our people, and of all 
our hearers, as the only and all-sufficient Saviour! 

** We have not had a very severe winter. The thermometer stood 
but once at 32 degrees below 0. A good deal of snow fell, but not 
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much is to be seen at present. About the middle of July, a dark, 
smoky vapour, and something like ashes, filled the atmosphere. All 
garden-produce is three weeks later than last year. We then had a 
very good crop, which is a great advantage to us, and excites our thank- 
fulness to our heavenly Father. 

“ No particular disorders have prevailed among our Esquimaux, 
though there is always something to be done for them in the medical 
way, to which God has granted His blessing. Their exertions to pro- 
cure subsistence were not as successful as at other times; however, 
ouly those suffered want, who, from neglect, would not attend to their 
duty, and adopt the proper means to lay in a stock against the winter. 
Some, who were very provident, were rewarded with a sufficiency, in- 
somuch that they were even able to assist the poor widows and orphans. 
Such we are always ready to help, when they themselves are distressed. 
We wish that a spirit of Christian charity might become more general 
am ng them, and hope that it will increase, in proportion as they learn 
to appreciate that great mercy which they have experienced, in having 
had the gospel brought to them, which, in its blessed effects, has so 
greatly contributed to the amelioration of their outward condition. 

‘* The meetings and schools have been diligently attended. ‘The 
word of God becomes more sweet, and more indispensable to them; 
and they frequently come to inquire the particular meaning of such 
portions of scripture as they have not immediately understood, 

‘© Our fellow-labourer in this mission, Brother Traugott Martin, after 
long and faithful services, has been called to eternal rest. 

‘* Since the return of the ship last year, five adults and six children 
have been baptized; four new members received into the congrega- 
tion; three admitted candidates for baptism, and six made partakers of 
the Lord’s supper. ‘The congregation consists of 172 persons. 

* As to our own family, we enjoy good health, Brother Schmidtman 
and Sister Kunath excepted, who are both indisposed. In our family- 
worship we perceived our Lord’s reviving presence for the strengthen- 
ing of our souls. May He unite us more closely to Himself, and to 
each other, in love! 

« The fifty years jubilee of the Mission in Labrador, was celebrated 
on the 9th of August, with the Lord’s rich blessing upon us and our 
dear Esquimaux. In all the services of the day, a spirit of joy and 
thanksgiving prevailed throughout the whole congregation. The bap- 
tism of two adults tended much to solemnize this festival. We praised 
Him with heart and voice, for all the wonders He has wrought in be- 
half of the Mission in Labrador, during half a century, in which He 
has led, preserved, and blessed us abundantly. His mighty arm has 
protected us in many dangers, and the preaching of His cross has been 
attended with power, and the demonstration of His Spirit in many 
heathen hearts. Many souls have been thereby brought in, as a reward 
for the travail of His soul. An account of the beginning of the Mis- 
sion in Labrador, translated into the Esquimaux language, was com- 
municated to the congregation, and heard with great attention and sur- 
prise. They were astonished at what had been done for so many 
years, for their benefit. ‘To Him alone, who lives and reigns for ever, 
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From Nain, August 24, 1821. 


Dearest BRETHREN, 


* On the 8th of this month, two post-kayaks, sent by our Bre- 
thren at Okkak, brought us the joyful news that the Harmony had 
safely arrived at that place. O what joy and humble gratitude filled 
our hearts on that occasion! Your kind letter of May asth last, was de- 
livered to us at the same time, and its contents tended to encourage us 
to persevere in the work of the Lord, with diligence and confidence, 
trusting to Him, who is the Head and Master of Hishouse. We most 
cordially unite with you in thanksgiving, that He has so mercifully 
watched over the ship and company, and preserved them for so many 
years, and now again conducted them safe through all the dangers of 
this coast, bringing us all we stand in need of, for our outward subsist- 
ence and comfort. It is our heart’s desire, that we may be favoured 
to be made useful, as instruments in the Lord’s hand, to lead souls, 
straying in darkness, to the light of His gospel, and to call upon them 
to be reconciled to God, whose beloved son, Jesus Christ, gave Himself 
as a ransom for sin, that by His meritorious death mankind might be 
delivered from the slavery of sin and Satan, and the fear of death, 
through which they are all their lifetime subject to bondage. May 
He give power and success to our;testimony, and grant that the hea- 
then may hear it with that effect, which may bring about their true 
conversion to God. 

* 'To the praise of the glory of His grace, we may declare with truth, 
that the gospel has not been proclaimed by us in this place in vain. 
We have again seen many encouraging, proofs, that the Spirit of God 
guided both the whole congregation and the individuals, into a more 
thorough knowledge of its blessed truths, for their own advancement 
in true piety, and in the love of their Saviour. Thus we hope, that 
even the dry bones will be animated, and through the vivifying power 
of Jesus, more of the divine life be made manifest among all classes of 
men in these distant regions, that they may become obedient to the 
gospel. Those who have believed, and seek and find grace and par- 
don in the blood of Jesus, now rejoice in God their Saviour; and we 
have been greatly encouraged and edified by the earnestness:which 
many of our dear people, and especially the young among them, have 
shown, in seeking to make their calling and election sure, through 
grace. We entreat you, dear Brethren, to help us to pray, that the 
Lord may continue to bless our weak endeavours, and that the Holy 
Spirit may glorify Jesus Christ in the hearts of our people, and of all 
our hearers, as the only and all-sufficient Saviour! 

“« We have not had a very severe winter. The thermometer stood 
but once at 32 degrees below 0. A good deal of snow fell, but not 
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much is to be seen at present. About the middle of July, a dark, 
smoky vapour, and something like ashes, filled the atmosphere. All 
garden-produce is three weeks later than last year. We then had a 
very good crop, which is a great advantage to us, and excites our thank- 
fulness to our heavenly Father. 

“ No particular disorders have prevailed among our Esquimaux, 
though there is always something to be done for them in the medical 
way, to which God has granted His blessing. Their exertions to pro- 
cure subsistence were not as successful as at other times; however, 
ouly those suffered want, who, from neglect, would not attend to their 
duty, and adopt the proper means to lay in a stock against the winter. 
Some, who were very provident, were rewarded with a sufficiency, in- 
somuch that they were even able to assist the poor widows and orphans, 
Such we are always ready to help, when they themselves are distressed. 
We wish that a spirit of Christian charity might become more general 
am ng them, and hope that it will increase, in proportion as they learn 
to appreciate that great mercy which they have experienced, in having 
had the gospel brought to them, which, in its blessed effects, has so 
greatly contributed to the amelioration of their outward condition. 

“The meetings and schools have been diligently attended. ‘The 
word of God becomes more sweet, and more indispensable to them; 
and they frequently come to inquire the particular meaning of such 
portions of scripture as they have not immediately understood, 

‘¢ Our fellow-labourer in this mission, Brother Traugott Martin, after 
long and faithfui services, has been called to eternal rest. 

‘¢ Since the return of the ship last year, five adults and six children 
have been baptized; four new members received into the congrega- 
tion; three admitted candidates for baptism, and six made partakers of 
the Lord’s supper. ‘The congregation consists of 172 persons. 

** As to our own family, we enjoy good health, Brother Schmidtman 
and Sister Kunath excepted, who are both indisposed. In our family- 
worship we perceived our Lord’s reviving presence for the strengthen- 
ing of our souls. May He unite us more closely to Himself, and to 
each other, in love! 

« The fifty years jubilee of the Mission in Labrador, was celebrated 
on the 9th of August, with the Lord’s rich blessing upon us and our 
dear Esquimaux. In all the services of the day, ea spirit of joy and 
thanksgiving prevailed throughout the whole congregation. The bap- 
tism of two adults tended much to solemnize this festival. We praised 
Him with heart and voice, for all the wonders He has wrought in be- 
half of the Mission in Labrador, during half a century, in which He 
has led, preserved, and blessed us abundantly. His mighty arm has 
protected us in many dangers, and the preaching of His cross has been 
attended with power, and the demonstration of His Spirit in many 
heathen hearts. Many souls have been thereby brought in, as a reward 
for the travail of His soul. An account of the beginning of the Mis- 
sion in Labrador, translated into the Esquimaux language, was com- 
municated to the congregation, and heard with great attention and sur- 
prise. They were astonished at what had been done for so many 
years, for their benefit. ‘To Him alone, who lives and reigns for ever, 
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belongs all the praise, and all the glory, from men and angels, to all 
eternity. Amen! 

“* Several musical instruments helped to enliven the singing of the 
congregation on this festival-day, and, early in the morning, some 
hymno-tunes played upon them, announced the day. But in very cold 
weather, wind instruments cannot be used in the church, as the breath 
freezes in them. An organ would be of essential service to us, and 
help much to keep the voices to the proper pitch. 

* The Harmony arrived in our bay on the 18th of August. We 
were glad kgain to bid our worthy Captain Fraser, the mate, and Bro- 
ther Nissen and his wife, welcome te this place. The latter are re- 
turning to Kurope, and may our Saviour in mercy grant them a safe 
passage. ‘To you and all our benefactors we beg to return the most 
cordial thanks, for the liberal supply you have again sent to us by the 
ship. 

* We rejoice at the good accounts with which you have favoured us, 
regarding our congregations and missions in other parts of the world, 
and are truly thankful to God for the preservation of our Brethren 
during the dreadful fire at Paramaribo, for the relief granted to the 
Hottentots on the Witte Revier, and that he gave to the Missionaries 
courage to return to the former place, and to persevere in their ar- 
duous service, trusting to His mercy and protection. May their new 
settlement be a garden of the Lord, in which they may enjoy peace 
and safety in future, and may He prepare even the Caffre’s heart to re- 
ceive and believe in the gospel. 

“On the 21st the Clinker sloop of war, Captain William Martin, 
arrived here from Okkak. Her commander had been directed by the 
Governor of Newfoundland, Sir Charles Hamilton, to visit the three 
settlements of the Brethren on the coast of Labrador, to inquire after 
the welfare of the Missionaries and their Esquimaux, and to offer them 
any assistance in his power. Captain Martin conducted himself to- 
wards both us and our people as a true friend and benefactor, and kept 
the strictest discipline on board, declaring that he did not wish that 
the least harm should be done to the mission by this visit, especially 
since he himself was now an eye-witness of the great difference be- 
tween the Esquimaux here and those in the south, who were without 
any religion. He was frequently at our house, and likewise attended 
our worship at the church. On the 23d he invited the Missionaries on 
board, and showed them the arrangements in a sloop of war. Early 
in the morning, in commemoration of the jubilee of the mission, he 
decorated the vessel with filty flags of different nations, and on the 24th 
furnished a feast of boiled peas and biscuit for all the Esquimaux living 
on our land, at which he was present. The Esquimaux sat on pieces 
of timber placed in a square. Betore they began their meal, they sang 
that hymn, JVow let us praise the Lord, &e.; and at the close, that 
verse, Praise God for ever, &c. All of them expressed great thankful- 
ness for this condescending mark of the captain’s good will. Each had 
a goodly portion of biscuit left to carry home. Several guns also were 
fired by the sloop, which produced a delightful and multiplied echo 
among our vallies and hills. 
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** We consider this visit as permitted for the benefit of the Mission, 
and thank the Lord, that we found in this officer a man of so chris- 
tian and humane a character. We expressed, as well as we were able, 
our thanks to the Governor of Newfoundland by a letter to his Excel- 
lency. 

«* Captain Martin intends to sail for Hopedale in company of Captain 
Fraser. Brother Kohlmeister intending to visit Hopedale, will go 
thither with our ship; and may the Lord grant to both vessels a safe 
and prosperous voyage. ‘The benevolent captain of the sloop of war 
offered to have the Esquimaux children inoculated with the cow-pox, 
but we had several reasons for declining his kind offer. 

“ We covenant anew with you, dear Brethren, faithfully to serve 
the Lord our Saviour, and to abide by the word of His cross.. May 
His peace reign in your and our hearts, and make us cheerful and de- 
voted witnesses for Him among this nation, testifying of the power of 
His love and grace, from the experience of our own hearts. 


** We remain ever your most affectionate Brethren and Sisters at 
Nain. 


(Signed) Benjamin Kontmeistrer, J. Korner, 


Apa KuNATH, Geo. SCHMIDTMAN, 
J. LUNDBERG, J. Cur. Beek. 


Curist. Benepict Henn, 


From Horevare, September 4, 1821. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


* With joy and thankfulness we received, on the 15th of August, 
the welcome intelligence, that on the first of that month the Harmony 
had safely arrived at Okkak. Few can have a conception of the pecu- 
liarly grateful sensation we experience, after so long a period to hear 
news from Europe, to receive information of the welfare of our Bre- 
thren and Sisters in the congregations and missions, and likewise to 
receive a fresh supply of every thing needful for our subsistence, by 
the kindness and care of your worthy Society. We soon met in fel- 
lowship, to render thanks and praises to the Lord our Saviour for 
these mercies, and to read your most acceptable letter of the 28th of 
last May, by which our hearts were anew encouraged and strengthened. 
We most sincerely agree with you, that it is indeed a miracle wrought 
by the kind providence of God, that the ship annually sent to Labra- 
dor, has sailed to and fro in safety, for fifty-one years, though exposed 
to so many dangers, in storms and ice, amidst rocks above and under 
the surface of the water, with which this coast abounds, and in dread- 
ful fogs. His hand has often mightily protected her against the raging 
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of the sea, and when threatened with sudden destruction by the float- 
ing ice. ‘This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

“« If we take a retrospective view of the effects of the preaching of 
the cross in this place, during the year past, and consider what the 
Lord has done for our dear Esquimaux flock, we may well exclaim: 
«¢ What shall we render unto the Lord for all His benefits! We are 
** not worthy of the least of all His mercies, and of all His truth!” 
Many are, indeed, our infirmities and imperfections, but He has never- 
theless glqrified His name among us, and caused His grace to be made 
manifest in the hearts of our people. Blessed be His name, that we 
may declare with truth, that here also He has a flock of sheep whom 
He knows by name, who hear and know His voice, and follow Him in 
the path of life. The poor and needy, in this region of the earth also, 
are the objects of His care. His ways are inscrutable, and His deal- 
ing with souls, past finding out. The beginning of His Spirit’s work 
in the hearts of the heathen is often not observed by us, but it appears 
in due time. We have seen many proofs, that the seed of His word 
is not sown in vain. In our communicants we perceive with thankful- 
ness, that they are more and more grounded and built up in Him, and 
cleave to Him with their whole heart. Others, who, having strayed 
into by-paths, return with repentance, He brings back to His fold; and 
having gained a clearer view of the depravity of the human heart, they 
learn to know more of the need they have of a Saviour. Among our 
youth we see many plants of the Lord’s own planting, though we al- 
ways rejoice over them with trembling, knowing how much they are 
exposed to seduction. On the great festivals of the Christian church, 
we have been peculiarly refreshed by the presence of the Lord with us. 
The 25th of March was a day of distinguished blessing to all of us. 
Five adults were baptized, during a most powerful perception of the 
presence of our Saviour, who made it unto us a feast of rejoicing. 
Two persons became partakers of the Holy Communion, four were 
received among the candidates for baptism, and one youth became a 
member of the congregation. Four excluded, were re-admitted. Se- 
ven children have been born and baptized, five persons departed this 
life. The number of our congregation is 73 baptized adults, 51 of 
them being communicants; €0 baptized children, nine candidates, and 
nine unbaptized. In all 151 souls. 

« August 9th. We celebrated the jubilee of the mission in Labrador 
with due solemnity, and with our whole congregation praised the Lord 
for the wonders He has wrought, and the mercy He has shown to this 
nation, in sending them His precious gospel. Many of our Esquimaux 
afterwards expressed, how important and blessed this festival had been 
to their souls, when they were, more than ever, led to consider, what 
great things the Lord had done for them, in making them acquainted 
with Himself and tiis salvation. 

* In externals, our Esquimaux did not suffer want, having, both last 
autumn and this spring, been pretty successful in catching seals. They 
likewise shot many reindeer. One of our communicants experienced 
on that occasion a remarkable preservation of his life: a ball having 
pierced his cap, and grazed his scull. 
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“ In the course of the summer we lost a very worthy communicant, 
Timothy, father of four small children, by a disorder peculiar to this 
country, which generally terminates life in four and twenty hours. His 
end was truly edifying. Having, with perfect resignation to the will 
of the Lord, settled every thing relative to his family concerns, he ex- 
pressed his ardent desire soon to depart and be with Christ, by whom, 
notwithstanding his unworthiness, he hoped to be received in mercy, 
and admitted to eternal bliss, through His merits and atoning death. 
We also lost a communicant Sister, Joanna, a person of much worth, 
by the ice breaking under her and her daughter. She exerted herself 
to save the latter, which she accomplished, but her strength failing to 
save herself, she was drowned. We were comforted as to the state of 
her soul, both on account of her general character as a real Christian, 
believing in Jesus, and always placing her whole trust in Him, and 
because, when she was in the act of sinking, she commended her 
departing spirit to His mercy, and thus closed her mortal life in 
peace, 

“ We feel truly grateful for a present of cloth sent to our Esquimaux 
by friends in England, through Brother Ramftler at Fulnec. It was 
distributed among the poor of our congregation Jast autumn, after an 
address, in which we informed them of the interest taken by our 
friends in England in their welfare and in the salvation of their souls, 
and who had now sent them a proof of their love, by relieving their 
wants. After expressing their thanks, more by tears than words, they 
sang together some verses, praying for a blessing on their benefactors, 
and we beg to add our thanksgivings to all those who have contributed 
to their relief. 

* We have, blessed be God, enjoyed a good share of health in our 
family. Brother Martin, who had received a call to Hopedale last 
year, could not come to us on account of illness, and has since, at Nain, 
been called home to rest with the Lord for ever. 

* June 12th. Sister Meisner was safely delivered of a daughter, 
who received the name of Justina Salome, in Holy Baptism. We have 
all experienced the help and comfort of the Lord under all cireum- 
stances. He has preserved us in brotherly love, and enabled us to do 
our work in unity of spirit. We desire with all our heartand strength 
to serve Him, and to preach the word of His cross, in dependance 
upon His blessing, with unwearied faithfulness. Surely we have the 
greatest encouragement, by the consideration of what He has effected 
by it during these fifty years of the existence of the Mission in this 
country, where formerly darkness and death reigned. Truly it might 
be said of the Esquimaux nation, that they sat in the shadow of death, 
under the cruel bondage of Satan, but God our Saviour has wrought 
deliverance, and brought many of them into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. Many are already among the saints in bliss, praising 
Him with eternal songs for their redemption by His blood. 

* Brother Adam Halter, who has faithfully served this mission for 
these last eight years, will return to Europe by the ship. We regret 
his loss, as he had made great proficiency in learning the difficult Es- 
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quimaux language; but submit, and pray the Lord to bless him in a dif- 
ferent appointment in His service. 

“ August 27th. We had the joy to see the Harmony arrive safe in 
our harbour. But we were nota little astonished, and even perplexed, 
when, instead of one, we beheld two ships approaching towards us; 
nor could we conceive what might be the meaning of so unexpected 
an appearance. We were however soon made aware, that the second 
arrived with the most friendly intentions. It was his Majesty’s sloop 
of war, Clinker, of 16 guns, commanded by Captain William Martin; 
sent by his Excellency, Sir Charles Hamilton, Governor of Newfound- 
land, to survey the Labrador coast, and expressly to visit the settle- 
ments of the Brethren on it: and by personal inspection to be inform- 
ed of their real state, of which very unfounded and unfavourable reports 
had frequently reached Newfoundland, through our neighbours in the 
south. ‘The Captain spent most of his time on shore with us, and took 
special notice of every particular relating to this mission. His friend- 
ly deportment made us feel quite at our ease with him. (In a variety 
of ways, he showed his respect for the work of God in this country, of 
which, according to his own account, he should retain a very lively 
impression, both of the public worship, which he had attended, and of 
the conduct of the Christian Esquimaux, in contrast with that of the 
heathen. He left us on the 30th, and we felt sorry to part with him so 
soon. By this extraordinary and friendly visit, the celebration of the 
Jubilee of the Mission acquired a peculiar and new feature, as we were 
at the same time assured of the favour of those, whom God has ap- 
pointed to rule over us, and may hope in future also to experience a 
continuance of that protection we have hitherto enjoyed. Thusthe Lord 
has caused His work to be glorified in the sight of men. We likewise 
had the pleasure to see Brother Nissen and his wife, and Brother 
Kohlmeister with Brother Beck, our future fellow-labourer, arrive 
with us. 

** We return to you our unfeigned thanks for the liberal supply 
you have again sent for our subsistence, and commending ourselves 
and our dear Esquimaux flock to your kind remembrance and prayers, 
we remain, dear Brethren, your obliged and affectionate Brethren and 
Sisters at Hopedale. 


(Signed) Joun Samuret Meisner, ApAmM Hatter, 
Joun Perer Sroex, Lewis Mornarpr. 


Extract of a Letier from Brotuer Kouimeisrer. 


* Several of our Esquimaux, here at Nain, having been informed of 
the nature and aim of the Bible Society, and its labours in the distribu- 
tion of the Sacred Scriptures throughout the world, of their own 
accord began to collect seal’s blubber, by way of making up a small 
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contribution towards the expenses of that Society. Some brought 
whole seals, or half a seal, or pieces, as they could afford it. Others 
brought portions of blubber in the name of their children, requesting 
that their poor gifts might be accepted. The expressions they made 
use of, in presenting their offerings, deeply affected us. Having been 
told, that, in some parts of the world, converts from among the hea- 
then, who were poorer than they, had contributed their mite, however 
small, with great eagerness and delight, towards the furtherance of the 
spread of the word of God, they exclaimed, ‘‘ How long have we not 
“ heard the pleasant and comfortable words concerning Jesus Christ 
* our Saviour, and how many books, treating of Him, have we not re- 
* ceived, and yet we have never known and considered, wlience they 
“come. We have indeed sometimes spoken together, and observed, 
“‘ that these many books given to us without pay, must cost a great 
“ deal somewhere; but we never have known before now, that even 
* poor people bring their money, out of pure love, that we may get 
* those comfortable words of God. We are indeed poor, but yet might, 
* now and then, bring some blubber, as a contribution, that others, 
** who are as ignorant as we were formerly, may receive the same gos- 
* pel, which has been so sweet to our souls; and thereby be taught to 
* find the way to Jesus, and believe on Him.” By these spontaneous 
declarations, a great impression was made upon our people. Each 
would bring something, when they heard how desirous other nations 
were to hear the word of God. They now begged me to send this 
collection of blubber to those generous friends, who printed the Bibles 
for them, that more heathen might be presented with that Book, “se 
“ far more precious than any thing else in this world.’’ We rejoiced to 
find even an Esquimaux, whose ideas in general seem rather of the 
blunt kind, such a sense of gratitude for the benefits conferred upon 
them. It is a proof, that they are capable of grateful feelings, when 
enlightened by Christian principles. The blubber they have thus 
collected, amounts to about thirty gallons of oil, which we have added 
to, and must be deducted from that in the store. If you have no ob- 
jection, we should be obliged to you, if you would present the Com- 
mittee of the Bible Society with the value of it, in whatever way they 
may wish to receive it. We make no doubt, that the worthy Society 
will rejoice at the disposition of heart in our poor Esquimaux, which 
dictated the gift, small as it is, and be pleased to perceive, that the 
benefits our Esquimaux have derived from the generosity of the Bible 
Society, are acknowledged with due thankfulness. 


B. KoHLMEISTER. 
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Journal of the Missionaries 


lt NEW FAIRFILD, on the River Thames, Upper Canada. 


FROM JANUARY To may, 1821. 


January \st. Early in the morning, the Indian children and many 
of the adults came to the Missionaries, to wish them a Happy New- 
Year; which favourable opportunity was improved by Brother Lucken- 
bach, to give them a word of admonition. The public sermon was 
from Isaiah, 42, $. Afterwards Brother Haman addressed the children. 
Several adults, residing at this place, came to the Missionaries, earnest- 
ly requesting to be baptized; whereupon the latter spoke to them at 
large upon the subject, telling them, that, previous to receiving this 
sacred ordinance, they must renounce their former sins, and that they 
would do well, to examine themselves, whether this was their sincere 
determination. 

The 6th of January, (Epiphany) being considered a memorial day 
for the Heathen, was celebrated in a solemn manrer. The history of 
the wise men from the East was read, and discoursed upon. In the 
afternoon, there was a love-feast, when some accounts from our Hot- 
tentot Congregations were communicated, and apparently listened to 
with great attention. Those, to whom this day was remarkable, as 
the anniversary of their baptism, or admission to the congregation, met 
in the dwelling of the native Assistant Jacob, on which occasion that 
aged and infirm Indian Brother exhorted them, in a very impressive 
manner, to remain faithful to Jesus. 

On the 7th, in the evening, Brother Luckenbach closed the 
solemnities of these days, by offering up a fervent prayer, rendering 
thanks to the Lord fer the blessings bestowed upon us, and beseeching 
him to prosper the Missionary cause among the heathen, and to glorify 
his name in all the earth. On account of the great drought, which had 
prevailed during the past season, all the mills in the neighbourhood 
were stopped, and flour became very scarce. We were happily 
relieved, by the kindness of a neighbour, who favoured us with a 
quantity of that article, till we were able to procure a supply from a 
distance; for which seasonable aid we felt grateful to our Heavenly 
Father. 

On the 20th instant, the remains of a child, named Jacobine, the 
daughter of our Indian brother Gabrie] and his wife Rachel, were com- 
mitted to the grave; the child having died of the measles, aged one 
year. ‘The mother seemed deeply afflicted; and nothing appeared to 
console her but the persuasion, that her little daughter was with her 
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Saviour, screened from every evil.—As the sleighing was good, some 
of our Indians went into the woods to procure firewood, for the Mis- 
sionaries. The trees are hauled into the town by oxen, of which they 
have three pair, in common among themselves. The boys are very 
fond of driving these oxen, and it may encourage some of them to 
industry, seeing how much more expeditiously they can do their work 
in this way. 

On the 2ist, Brother Haman spoke from Matt. 8, 1—13; the Indian 
Tobias acting the part of an Interpreter. Afterwards Brother Lucken- 
bach administered holy baptism to two infants, Joshua and David, 
whose parents are members of our congregation. 

The 24th and 25th. The cold was so intense, that on the morning 
of the latter day, the mercury sunk entirely into the bulb. By mea- 
suring the degrees, it was found to be 30° below zero, by Fahrenheit’s 
Thermometer. A Baptist minister with his wife, who was about to 
visit his people on the banks of this river (Thames) and the Lake- 
shore, staid overnight with us. He addressed the Indian congregation 
in the morning service, exhorting them to remain faithful to the doc- 
trines they had received, and to love and respect their teachers. ‘They 
afterwards proceeded on their journey. 

29th. ‘The remains of our Indian assistant brother Jacob, who had 
happily departed this life on the 27th, were committed to the grave. 
He was baptized at the age of 19 years, at Lichtenau on Muskingum, 
by Brother David Zeisberger. His father, whose name was Isaac, 
had been a famous chief amorg his nation. His mother was a white 
woman, born at Philadelphia, and taken prisoner by the Indians when 
she was 19 years of age. In 1781, the deceased was united in wed- 
lock with the present relict, Christiana, daughter of the late Brother 
Schebosh. After the dispersion of the Indian flock, in 1782, he, in 
company with several others, soon rejoined the congregation at 
Gnadenhutten on Huron River, and was admitted to the holy com- 
munion in 1785. Some years after, when the Indian congregation had 
moved to Petquotting, he became quite estranged from his Saviour; 
and sin regained such an ascendency over him, that he left the con- 
gregation, and led a very profligate life. At last the spirit of God 
found means to reclaim him. One day, when intoxicated, he rode a 
very wild horse, and was thrown with such violence, that he broke 
several of his ribs, and narrowly escaped with his life. This incident 
made a powerful impression on his mind, and he became a new crea- 
ture, through divine grace. He now reflected with horror and contri- 
tion on the days he had spent in sin; but obtained forgiveness at the 
hands of a merciful Saviour. His subsequent life evincgd the blessed 
change wrought in his soul, and by his exemplary walk and conversa- 
tion he gained the love and esteem of the Indian congregation, and the 
confidence of his teachers. In 1798, he was invested with the office 
of First Assistant, which he discharged for 23 years with zeal and as- 
siduity. Being gifted with a talent for speaking, it proved a blessing 
both to himself and others, when he declared the wonders which God 
had wrought in his soul; on which occasions his humility and confi- 
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dence in the divine support were conspicuous. He esteemed it a 
special privilege to live in a Christian congregation, and to serve his 
Lord. Being possessed of an excellent understanding and sound judg- 
ment, his advice was cheerfully taken in critical cases, and his decisions 
were the result of mature deliberation. Having devoted himself to 
the service of the Lord, he sought to promote both the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of the congregation by all the means in his power; 
and it grieved him, when his intentions were misunderstood by his 
countrymen, or when he was opposed by such as had not the glory of 
God in viéw. His eldest son leading a sinful life, was to him a source 
of inexpressible sorrow and anxiety; and at intervals would seriously 
interrupt his peace. He was very punctual in attending divine service; 
and the word of God was nourishment to his soul. He had a correct 
perception of the sense of the Sacred Scriptures; and on account of 
his sound judgment and critical knowledge of his native dialect, he was 
employed for many years in revising the translations made; whereby 
he. obtained a stock of scriptural knowledge, rarely to be, met with 
among his people; which was singularly profitable to his own soul, as 
well as in the service of the congregation. He was assiduous to seize 
every opportunity for improving the style of public discourses in his 
language, as to correctness and perspicuity. He-loved and respected 
his teachers, and was ever ready to assist them; so that he often ne- 
glected his own affairs, while obliging them. He was of a sedate but 
cheerful disposition, which rendered his society agreeable. In his 
official character, he knew how to blend kindness with due gravity; 
and strictly adhered to the discipline of the church. 

Since the above incident, various corporeal infirmities appeared, 
which however, though painful at times, still yielded to medical appli- 
cations, until in 1814, when, the Indians having fled to Lake Ontario, 
he injured himself while engaged in raising a house; and subse- 
quently having an attack of fever, he was almost constantly confined to 
his bed, ever since the fall of 1819. Although we had but slender 
hopes of his convalescence, all possible remedies were tried, and the 
aid of a white physician called in. His disease was of a consumptive 
nature, and, as usual, wore a very flattering aspect at times. In No- 
vember of last year, at intervals, appearances seemed to indicate 
a speedy dissolution, and he looked for hisdeparture. Having sent for 
all his children, he gave each of them his paternal admonition, parti- 
cularly to love one-another as brothers and sisters, to be obedient in 
every thing to the Lord and their teachers, and never to separate from 
the congregation by any disobedience on their part. 

Neverthelegs he again grew better, and there seemed to be a slender 
hope that his life would be prolonged. But in the beginning of 1821, 
it became evident that his disease was soon to terminate his career. 
Although it seemed hard for him, to separate from his family, he was 
soon resigned, and when one of his grand children died, he exclaimed: 
**O that I might soon have the happiness to follow this child!” ‘The 
25th of January, in the evening, he desired to receive the benediction, 
before his departure, saying: “ I am a weary pilgrim, longing for rest, 
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“and my ardent desire is, that my Saviour may soon deliver me from 
“ my sufferings, and call me home to Himself. 1 am ready to appear 
* before him as a poor sinner.” 

On the following evening he said with a faultering voice: “ I rejoice, 
“ that my departure is so near at hand, and my sufferings will soon 
“cease. I am a poor sinner, but I rely on the merits of my Saviour. 
* ] trust, he will grant me a share in his salvation, and receive me into 
* his heavenly kingdom.” 

On the 27th, he sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, retaining the full pos- 
session of his faculties to the last moment. His age was about 62 
years, nearly 40 of which he had lived in matrimony with his present 
relict. Their union was blessed with five sons and five daughters, of 
whom, two sons and three daughters are still living, and reside in the 
congregation; of his twelve grand children, seven are surviving. 
Deeply afflicted as we are for the loss of this faithful and experienced 
servant of Christ, we still rejoice in his happy lot, to be delivered from 
the evils of mortality, and to rest with Jesus from all his labours. We 
indulge a hope, that the Lord, in his own good time, will raise up others 
from this nation, and endow them with all the gifts and graces requisite 
for his service. 

29th. We spoke with the Indian William, various complaints ha- 
ving been lodged against him, the justice of which he confessed, and 
said: ‘* I have been sent away from this place no less than three times; 
but I always came back again, as lam persuaded, that the word preach- 
ed here, is the word of God, and that I shall be lost if I do not live 
according to its precepts. I will henceforth endeavour to reform, 
through divine grace; for | know and feel, that I am unable to accom- 
plish this by my own strength.” 

$0th and Sist. The mildness of the air and a fall of rain melted the 
snow. ‘The measles raged violently, and in some families nearly all 
the members were ill. A few seemed to be on the brink of the grave, 
from the imprudent use of cold water. 

February 4th, was the funeral of the Indian Sister Susan, whose 
Indian name was “ Wulapan,” (a beautiful morning), and of a little 
child; both having died of the measles. The former had lived amongst 
us for many years, but never seriously considered about baptism. This 
now appeared to be the chief object of her desire, when she sent for 
Brother Luckenbach. 

“J am a great sinner,” said she, “ and wish to get rid of all the wick- 
“ edness of my heart. My prayer is, that the Lord would have mercy 
* on me, and that the pardon of my sins may be sealed in holy bap- 
* tism, ere I die.’ She was baptized on the Ist, in presence of the 
elders and several other members of the congregation, and on the 
2d in the morning, happily departed, relying on the all-sufficient atone- 
ment of Jesus. Her age was 26 years. 

On the 5th and 6th, the weather was so mild, that some of our In- 
dians moved to their sugar-camps. 

An Indian, named Renatus, who had been dismissed, came to Bro- 
ther Luckenbach, and begged with tears, to be re-admitted to church 
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fellowship, promising amendment. He was told, he had broken his 
promise so often, that his words could no longer be trusted; but he 
should turn to the Lord with all his heart, and prove, by his walk and 
conversation, that his words were not mere professions. At all events, 
he could be permitted to stay here but so long as his deeds would verify 
his words. 

The 10th, the remains of an infant daughter of the above mentioned 
Susan, who had been baptized and named Mary, were committed to 
the grave. 

On the 11th, a son of our Indian brother Isaac and his wife Tabea, 
received the ordinance of Holy Baptism, being named Joachim. 

On the 15th, we had the pleasure to receive some letters and ac~ 
eounts from Brother Hueffel, at Bethlehem, and some days after, a let- 
ter from Brother John R. Schmidt, Missionary at Spring Place, enclo- 
sing a speech of Brother Charles R. Hicks, a Chief of the Cherokee 
Nation, addressed to our Indians, in answer to a letter, which the late 
assistant Jacob had sent to him by the above Missionary. 


To the believing Delaware Indians in Upper Canada. 


‘© GRANDFATHER! 
** Your salutations, which you have sent to the believers of the 
s* Cherokee nation, have been duly received in October, 1819. It 
‘s gladdened our hearts, when your words reached our ears, from which 
‘ we learned, that you have not forgotten your grand children, the 
‘ Cherokees, but are still mindful of them. They are now of one 
mind with you, as they have received the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
‘ and are exceedingly thankful to the Saviour for the instruction, which 
‘‘ is bestowed on their children, and for that, which they themselves 
*© enjoy, as touching the way we must go, and how we shall follow and 
obey Him, in order to gain the salvation of our immortal souls. 
** GraNnDFATHER! 
“ We heartily agree with you in this point, that we will look upon 
‘ all those, who believe in the doctrine of the Saviour’s passion and 
*‘ death, as our brethren; since they are One in Him, and we should 
all love one another; in as much as He has loved us, when he suf- 
*‘ fered for our sake and in our stead, that we, through his merits, 
might become the children of Gon, and once be assembled together 
before his throne, as his redeemed people, though at present we are 
‘as yet far distant from each other. 
* Our Grandfather knows, that we are but babes in comprehending 
the gospel of God, which has been preached amongst us for a few 
years only; and how some of us have begun to believe, that the 
Saviour has purchased us with his blood, to the end that all those 
who believe in him, may be saved. 
** Now, having been convinced, that we of ourselves are utterly 
unable to merit the favour of God, we have obtained it by faith, 
through grace; and it is our desire to abide in him, as the children 
of God. And we are persuaded, that thus we shall grow in grace, 
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“ become more firmly established, and through the influence of his 
“ Holy Spirit, proceed from strength to strength; so that the blessed 
“ fruits of the gospel of God may daily appear more visibly in us. 
“The admonition given us by our Grandfather, to abide faithful to 
“ the Saviour, we take sincerely to heart, and we are confident, that 
‘the Lord will enable us to cleave to him immoveably, and to walk 
“ worthily of His gospel; the blessed consequences whereof, will ap- 
“ pear in our youth and children, and in all places, wherein we dwell. 

“ We rejoice exceedingly, to find, that you still retain the ap- 
“ pellation of Grandchildren, as it was formerly customary among our 
“ forefathers in their treaties; but the name of that relationship, which 
“ applies to Christians, is far preferable to all earthly appellations and 
“ titles, which have been handed down to us by our forefathers; for, 
* through the sufferings and death of the Son of God, we are all united 
“as brethren and sisters. O. might we therefore abide in Him with 
“ unshaken confidence, as children; that we may not be ashamed be- 
“ fore Him at his coming. 

“ We extended to Brother and Sister Schmidt, the hand of fellow- 
“ ship, bidding them welcome to our country. They came a far way 
“ to serve us; and we flatter ourselves, that this Teacher will prove as 
“ useful to our nation as he has been to you and yours. &c. 

“ With real affection we now take leave of you all.” 


« CHARLES REN. HICKS. 
“ December 27th, 1820.” 


On the 19th and 20th, two children of our Indians were buried. 
The last was the seventh funeral in our ground this month past. Of 
this number, four had died of the measles. This uncommon mortality 
produced a mournful sensation among the relatives of the deceased; 
nevertheless we had reason to rejoice at the expressions of different 
parents, respecting the loss of their children, evincing their resigna- 
tion to the divine will, and their firm reliance on the promises of God. 
When we spoke with the communicants, a mother expressed herself 
thus: “ Tam indeed deeply afflicted, to think, that I can see my child 
“no more; but when [ reflect, that it is in far better hands, even 
“ with its Saviour, so that it will lack no good thing, I feel consoled 
* for my loss; for I being very poor, could never have given my child 
“any thing, that would have made it really happy, while the Sa- 
* viour is rich above all, and is able to grant unto it the choicest of 
® gifts. &c.” 

A brother said: “ I might indeed find reasons enough for being dis- 
“ satisfied with my wife, as her conduct towards me is not such as it 
“ ought to be; but whenever I find fault with her, I am immediately 
* led to think of myself, and then the thought strikes me: If thou 
* wouldest look into thine own -heart, thou wouldest find much to be 
* ashamed of, whereby thou dost grieve thy Saviour daily. But he 
bears with thee patiently, and does not cast thee off, and the same 
* way thou oughtest to be disposed towards thy wife!” 
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A sister spoke thus: “ When I was at Malden, last fall, I suffered 
‘* myself to be prevailed upon by a heathen, to prepare some “ Beson” 
“‘ (a drug, supposed by the Indians to possess certain magic powers) 
** for him; but this circumstance has troubled my mind so much, that 
“ IT cannot feel happy until I have brought it to light, and asked for- 
* giveness. I shall never do the like again, as I now know full well 
‘* into how dreadful a state of mind I have been brought, by acting 
** against my conscience, and doing what is forbidden among Chris- 
 tians.” 

On the 24th, we celebrated the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, on which solemn occasion, the youth Philip was present as a 
candidate 

The weather in the beginning of March was very mild and pleasant, 
after some rainy days, which had produced a considerable swell in the 
river ‘Thames, ) and entirely cleared it of the ice. The Indians now 
all moved to their sugar-camps, and, some aged widows excepted, the 
town was entirely vacated by its inhabitants. 

On the 8th, was the funeral of a girl, named Lydia, daughter of the 
Indian Sister Henrietta. She was born at Goshen, in 1810, and soon 
after was baptized by Brother Benjamin Mortimer. In the year 1813, 
her mother, who had left the congregation, came to Old-Fairfield, 
where she was re-admitted. Her daughter was a quiet and industrious 
girl, and assisted her mother in house-keeping to the best of her 
abilities. Having met with several accidents, she was always in a 
delicate state of health. With the commencement of the present year, 
her illness visibly increased. When asked, a few days before her 
death, whether she would rejoice, if the Lord should remove her on 
this occasion, she cheerfully answered in the affirmative; expressing 
her thankfulness for the words spoken to her, and the hymns sung at 
her bedside. She departed on the 6th, almost imperceptibly, aged 10 
years. 

Sunday the 11th. After service, Brother Luckenbach read to the 
whole congregation, the letter addressed to the Indians at this place, 
by Brother C. R. Hicks, which he had translated into the Delaware 
language; and which was listened to with the greatest attention. 

We spoke with three of our young Indian females, who had suffered 
themselves to be prevailed upon to be present at some heathenish rite. 
One of them said with tears, she well knew that her conduct hitherto 
had been such, as to be suffered here no longer, and that, if she were 
to die in her present state, she would be lost; but declared, that she 
could never think of leaving the congregation, even if all her relations 
should go away. She and the rest promised to take no part hereafter 
in such heathenish practices. 

Sunday, April 1st. Brother Luckenbach, after the public sermon, 
baptized an infant, who was named John. In another meeting, a letter 
from Brother John R. Schmidt, at Spring Place, to Brother Lucken- 
bach, translated into the Delaware language, was communicated to the 
congregation. The departure of the first convert from the Cherokee 
nation, Margaret Ann, and of her unshaken faith’in her Saviour to her 
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jast moments, made a salutary impression on the minds of our people; 
as did the other “ words,” sent them by their Cherokee Brethren and 
Sisters. 

The Indian Samuel, Jun. who had been received on trial, came to 
see Brother Luckenbach, in a sad condition both of mind and body, 
and very much concerned about his state. - He was advised to apply to 
the Saviour with all his misery, and henceforth to be more faithful, so 
as to avoid opportunities for temptation. This poor man, who former- 
ly lived in habitual drunkenness and other vices, was lust fall, through 
divine grace, brought to repent of his sins, and to join our congrega- 
tion. We rejoiced to see, how indefatigably the Spirit of God is exer- 
cising his influence on this man’s soul; and adore that mercy, which 
is so powerfully displayed in reclaiming this poor slave of Satan. 

The 7th, we were gratified by receiving two printed copies of Bro- 
ther Zeisberger’s translation of the Harmony of the Four Gospels into 
the Delaware language, printed through the charitable exertions of the 
Female Auxiliary Missionary Society at Bethlehem, aided by Brother 
John Heckewelder. We were happy to be informed by a letter from 
Brother Seidel], that a box, containing 100 copies of said work, besides 
other donations for our Indians, together with Delaware Hymn-Books 
and Spelling-Books, had been forwarded to us from New York. This 
printed Harmony will prove very useful to those of our Indians, who 
have learnt to read, and particularly to the children ia our schools; as 
it will facilitate their instruction in the Christian religion, and give 
them an opportunity of reflecting more fully on the contents of the 
Sacred Volume, and to impress them on their memory. We, there- 
fore, in the name of the Indian Congregation, render the most grateful 
acknowledgments to all those, who have been instrumental in accom- 
plishing this inestimable work; praying, that God may reward them 
with his choicest blessings, and that they may, in eternity, behold the 
fruits of this labour of love. 

The two copies sent in advance, arrived so much the more season- 
ably, as Easter was approaching, and we could make use of them in 
rehearsing the acts of that sacred week. 

On the 8th, during the night, the snow fell té the depth of six 
inches, which brought on a return of cold weather. As the Indian 
children are generally without shoes, and our people upon the whole 
but scantily provided with that article, the children could not attend 
the meetings very regularly, while their parents staid at their sugar- 
camps. Nevertheless, after previous information had been given, the 
children, and even mothers with their infants, attended, to be spoken 
with singly, preparatory to the prayer-day on the 14th; when 62 chil- 
dren, and a few of the older boys and girls were present, and we hope, 
not without a blessed effect on their minds. 

On the 15th, the Indians having returned from their sugar-camps, 
—after a brief address, the salutations of their friends at Bethlehem 
were communicated, ahd the present of the Female Missionary Society 
was shown to them. We commenced reading the History of the Pas- 
sion-Week, and continued on the following days. 


\ 
























































































































































138 JOURNAL OF THE MISSIONARIES 


The deep snow, which fell on the 16th, gave us and our Indians some 
uneasiness, on account of our cattle, as the whole stock of provender 
we had laid up for the winter was consumed, and the Indians them- 
selves scarcely had any provisions left, as the last crop of Indian corn 
had been but scanty, on account of the drought. 

The cold continued so severe, that the snow remained on the ground 
throughout the whole week. When our Indians, as usual, called on 
us individually in these days, some of them complained of their back- 
wardness in love, and remissness in prayer. An old Sister however 
said: ‘ I at very old and weak, and all my children having grown up, 
“ have left me, so that I have nobody to assist me. This winter I was 
* often so infirm, that I could hardly procure the necessary wood for 
‘* fuel, and felt very uneasy in view of the time for boiling sugar; think- 
*‘ ing I should certainly have to stay at home. But when the season 
* arrived, I felt so strong, that [ could go to my sugar-camp. I be- 
* sought the Lord'to strengthen me, so as to earn a few articles of 
** clothing by making of sugar. This prayer my Lord bas graciously 
** heard; and when [ look at the pile of sugar I have made, it appears 
** like a miracle to me. Thus I ask of Him all I want, and He helps 
‘** me beyond my expectations; which strengthens my faith, as I see, 
*‘ that He does not despise my poor petitions.” 

During the Passion-week, we met daily to read the History. A 
number of our Indians attended from their sugar-camps; some of them, 
however, being at a greater distance, were prevented by the snow. 
On Thursday, the Acts of that day were read in three different meet- 
ings, while we fervently supplicated the Lord, to grant, that his agony 
might prove our comfort in life and death. The communicants then 
approached the Lord’s table, and the presence of our souls’ Physician 
was sensibly felt. The youth Philip had been previously confirmed in 
his baptismal covenant. The Indian sister Lucy, and the youth 
Christian Jacob, were present as candidates.—On Good Friday we 
read the Acts in four meetings, and rendered heartfelt thanks to the 
Lord, for having, through his meritorious sufferings and death, deliver- 
ed us from everlasting torment, and procured for us a place in his 
heavenly kingdom. * On Saturday, the Indians brought their contribu- 
tions of maple sugar, towards defraying the expenses of love-feasts. 
The adults gave as much as 196 lb., and the children contributed 57 lb., 
total 253 Ibs.; for which we expressed our thanks to the people after 
the love-feast, held in the afternoon. On Easter morning, the 22d, at 
dawn of day, we assembled to pray the Easter-Litany, partly in the 
cburch and partly in our burial-ground. Afterwards we commenced 
reading the Acts of our Saviour’s resurrection; next followed the pub- 
lic sermon, in which Brother Haman discoursed from Rom. 9. 10; the 
Indian Brother Tobias acting as interpreter. In the afternoon Bro- 
ther Luckenbach baptized a child, which was named Nicodemus. In 
the evening service we finished reading the history of the resurrection, 
and rendered thanks unto the Lord for his grace*and favour towards us. 
On the 23d, after morning service, the Indians returned to their sugar- 
camps. About the latter end of this week, the weather grew so warm, 
that all our Indians left their sugar-huts, and removed into the town. 
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An Indian called on Brother Luckenbach, and complained of having 
lost the only blanket in his possession; informing him, that having gone 
out on a Sunday with another Indian, to hunt raccoons, they found a 
hollow tree, containing one of these animals; upon which they went 
to work, and cutting down the tree, the thick part of the trunk fell on 
his blanket, so that he had to go home without it. He went to the 
spot soon after, in order to recover his blanket, but was unable to find 
the tree again; which he looked upon as a punishment from God, for 
having transgressed His commandment. He assured us, that he would 
never hereafter undertake any thing of the kind on the Sabbath.—Bro- 
ther Haman having brought along with him a considerable quantity of 
fishing-hooks, as a present from a friend of the Mission, he distributed 
them amongst the young people, whereby they were enabled to supply 
themselves with the finest fish, which at this season abound in the 
river; of which we received our full share. 

May the ist. We had the pleasure to receive a letter from Bethile- 
hem, besides other accounts. It was a matter of sincere regret to learn, 
that it had pleased the Lord, to call his faithful handmaid, Sister Anna 
Rosina Gambold, at Spring Place, very suddenly and unexpectedly into 
the mansions of everlasting rest. Our prayer was, that the Saviour 
would fill her place with a sister equally devoted to his service. 

On the 6th, in a separate meeting, after the sermon, we remembered 
by name, those six persons, who, in the space of a year, had been pro- 
moted to the privileges of the church; and recommended :them in 
prayer, to the continued guidance and protection of their Redeemer. 

On the 7th, the schools, which had been discontinued during the 
sugar-season, were resumed; Brother Luckenbach taking charge of 
the girls, and Brother Haman of the boys. 

The 18th. The Indian Brethren Ephraim and Francis arrived from 
Goshen, with a message to our Indians. By the same opportunity, we 
received letters and accounts from our friends on Muskingum river, 
which were very acceptable, as we take a lively interest in their 
welfare. 

The 20th. Brother Haman preached. In the afternoon, Brother 
Luckenbach went to see five women and a boy, afflicted with the 
scurvy, and gave each of them a piece of wheat bread, for which they 
appeared very thankful, as they are unable to eat their coarse food 
of Indian corn. Hitherto, all the remedies applied, had proved inef- 
fectual. Some of the patients seemed dangerously ill; and we felt no 
small degree of anxiety on the subject, as others also complained of 
slight attacks of this disorder, heretofore unknown in these parts. 

22d. ‘The remains of the Indian sister Mary were interred. She 
was of the Mahikander nation, most probably born and baptized in 
New Stockbridge, where she had likewise been admitted to the Holy 
Sacrament, by the resident minister. She, with her husband, named 
Abraham, a Sopsi Indian, removed te Old Fairfield in 1807, where she 
was received as a member of that congregation. Having a great deal 
to find fault with, that did not seem according to the practices, in which 
she had been brought up, she and her husband removed about six 
miles up the river, where they lived alone by themselves. But soon 
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after, her son, and then her husband dying, she returned to the con- 
gregation, and at last the Lord found means, through the operation of 
his Spirit, to convince her of the depravity of her own heart; and now, 
instead of trusting in her imaginary piety, she learnt to seek for salva- 
tion exclusively in bis all-sufficient atonement. In 1816, she was ad- 
mitted to partake of the sacrament with the congregation, since which 
period she remained steady and serene. Last winter she frequently 
complained of acute pain. When her illness grew worse, she cheer- 
fully testified her resignation to the Divine Will, and her dependance 
on the menits of Jesus, as her only hope. 

On the 20th inst. she departed unexpectedly, having just before con- 
versed with animation, while those about her had no idea that her exit 
was at hand. 

25th. The Indians planted corn in our field, which contains about 
four acres. 

28th. They ploughed our old cornfield, containing somewhat more 
than three acres, where we intend to raise other grain. They did all 
this voluntarily and gratis, except being supplied with food; and we 
felt very grateful to them for this assistance; the more so, as they were 
much belated in planting their own fields. 

Sist. Being Ascension day, in the morning service the history of 
that event was read, and the exercises closed with prayer. 

We salute all our brethren and friends, recommending ourselves 
and this mission to their continued remembrance before the Lord. 


ABRAHAM LUCKENBACH, 
ADAM HAMAN. 


SELECTIONS 
From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
No. IIL 


Persecution of the followers of John Huss. War of the Hussites. 


Soon after the martyrdom of John Huss, the council of Constance 
sent a threatening letter to the Bohemians, announcing excommunica- 
tion and eternal curses to all who should persist in his doctrines. . "Lhe 
Bohemian and Moravian nobility, however, returned a very spirited 
answer, complained of the unjust and cruel conduct of the council, and 
of the insult offered to their whole nation, in the condemnation of their 


faithful teacher, an innocent and pious man. They stated what were 
their own views of a godly life and conversation, and declared that 
they would sacrifice their lives in maintaining them. Upwards of an 
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hundred knights signed this letter, and about a thousand other nobles 
and officers acceded to it. ‘The whole university of Prague bore the 
highest testimony to the character of John Huss, and, by a public 
document, approved of his doctrines. The love which the followers of 
Huss felt towards him was so great, that they even carried the earth 
from the place of his execution to Bohemia: medals, pictures and 
poems commemorated his praise, and the anniversary of his martyrdom 
was regularly observed. 

The council did not deign to return any answer to the memorial of 
the Bohemian and Moravian nobles; but, by a circular Jetter, called 
upon the adherents of the pope in that kingdom, to assist in extirpa- 
ting all heretics to the utmost of their power. The sufferings of the 
Hussites now commenced, and were unparalleled. ‘They were all ex- 
communicated by the pope, spoiled of their goods, cast into prison; 
and whoever overtook and secured any that were endeavouring to 
effect their escape, was amply rewarded. Hundreds of them were 
thrown into the deep shafts of the mines of Kuttenburg; others drown- 
ed or burnt in the most cruel manner. A faithful Hussite clergyman, 
after suffering various indignities, was placed with three farmers and 
four young boys upon the dreadful pile. Being once more exhorted to 
abjure their heresies, the clergyman answered: ‘God forbid! we are 
all willing, if it were possible, to die not only one, but an hundred 


deaths, rather than deny divine truths, which are so plainly revealed 
in the holy scriptures!” ‘The pile being set on fire, the clergyman 
clasped the children in his arms, and sung with them a hymn of praise 


to God even in the midst of surrounding flames. ‘The children were 
soon suffocated, and he also breathed his last with joy. 

Nor were the Hussites more safe in other countries. A respectable 
merchant of Prague, Kraesa, being at an inn at Breslau, in Silesia, had 
by some expressions betrayed his partiality to the doctrines of John 
Huss; upon which be was immediately imprisoned. ‘The day follow- 
ing, a student from Prague was taken up for the same cause, and cast 
into the same dungeon. The student being exceedingly cast down, 
for fear of being put to the rack, Kraesa sought to encourage him by 
the following address: “ My brother! how highly are we honoured, 
that,we are permitted publicly to bear witness to the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Our conflict is short, our reward eternal. Let us remember 
our Lord Jesus Christ, how he endured all the bitterness of death for 
us, when he redeemed us by his holy and innocent blood; and how 
many witnesses of his truth have suffered martyrdom for his sake!” 
The student, however, had not the courage to lay down his life for the 
gospel, but abjured the doctrines of Huss. Kraesa remained firm, and 
was burnt alive. 

In 1419, Wenceslas, king of Bohemia, departed this life, and the 
crown devolved on the emperor Sigismund; but the Bohemians, who 
had renounced the authority of the pope, would not pay allegiance to 
him as their king. The emperor therefore penetrated into Bohemia 
with a numerous army, which had been greatly augmented by troops 
from the neighbouring states, whom the popes had invited to a crusade 
against the heretics. ‘The oppressed Hussites, driven to despair, now 
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took a resolution directly opposite to the spirit of the gospel, to defend 
their faith sword in hand. ‘This was the origin of the Hussite war, 
which was carried on for thirteen years with inhuman cruelties on both 
sides. But the Hussites, being a large mixed multitude of various 
persuasions and opinions, soon differed among themselves, and split 
into parties. The nobles and most respectable inhabitants, with the 
learned men at Prague, fought only for the restoration of the cup in 
the holy sacrament; and were therefore called Calixtines. Others, 
who at first insisted upon the removal of all the popish errors, in doc- 
trine and practice, held their religious meetings, for greater safety, 
upon a mountain, fortified by Ziska their commander, and called Ta- 
bor; from which they obtained the name of Taborites. They were 
joined by great numbers holding the same principles, from different 
parts of Bohemia and Moravia. Among these were the most sincere 
followers of John Huss: but they were at length deserted, and even 
persecuted, by the Calixtines, who, from worldly motives, differed in 
many respects but little from the Romish church. When, therefore, 
in the great council held at Basle in the year 1432, the use of the 
cup in the sacrament was deceittully conceded to their deputies, to- 
gether with some other points in dispute, they returned to their alle- 
giance, acknowledging the pope’s supremacy. However, the pope 
himself soon after’ revoked these concessions, and declared the 
compact, as it was called, null and void. 

Many of the common people, being offended with the above-men- 
tioned compromise, renewed the war under a Taborite leader, called 
Procopius; but they were beaten and dispersed by the Calixtines, who, 
by the advice of their deputy, Rokyzan, declared themselves satisfied 
with the use of the cup. Rokyzan was fully convinced of the truth 
of the doctrines taught by Huss; but in hopes of being promoted to 
the archbishoprick of Prague, he had been prevailed on, at the council 
of Basle, to subseribe to the compact, and in general to agree, that the 
Bohemian church should be subject to the see of Rome. 

In 1435 he was chosen archbishop by the consistory of Prague. But 
the pope refusing to confirm him in this dignity, unless he gave up the 
compact and the use of the cup in the: sacrament, he appeared at 
first inclined to undertake a thorough reform of the church, to which 
the most devout of his followers earnestly encouraged him. At the 
diet held in 1450, he even prevailed upon the states to send a deputa- 
tion to Constantinople to propose a re-union with the Greek church. 
This plan, however, failed, Constantinople being taken by the Turks 
two years after, and an end put to the Greek empire. 

The genuine followers of John Huss, who never approved of the war, 
but were confident, that God himself would support bis cause and peo- 
ple without carnal weapons, sent a most pressing message to Rokyzan 
by his nephew Gregorius, begging him to proceed to a general refor- 
mation in the church. He approved of their proposal, but expressed 
a doubt, whether it would be possible to effect a general reform among 
the muss of the Calixtines: he therefore advised them to remain quiet, 
and to edify each other by the diligent reading of the holy scriptures. 
Upon which they requested him, with a view to avoid all appearance 
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of schism, that he, as the head of the Bohemian church, would under 
take to advise them and superintend their concerns. But Rokyzan, 
fearing to lose his reputation, or even his archbishoprick, was at length 
so much displeased with their importunity, that he dismissed them with 
expressions of great asperity. 


ee 


Religious Anecdotes. 


(TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN.) 


Conscientiousness rewarded. 


A pious day-labourer, while clearing away the rubbish in a yard, 
found a roll containing fifty ducats, which had been hidden there 
during the war, and forgotten. His conscience at once told him, to 
take it to the gentleman, in whose service he was engaged. But it 
immediately occurred to him: “ Who knows whether the money be- 
longs to him? and nobody saw me find it.” He accordingly kept it, 
yet without making any use of it. But every successive day augment- 
ed his anxiety, and after the lapse of several weeks, he acted up to his 
better conviction, and delivered the money. He received, indeed, but 
a trifling reward in return; but his conscience now felt pacified, and 
that peace again took possession of his heart; which is of greater value, 
than all earthly treasures. It is true, he would have acted a still wiser 
part, if he had returned the prize to the gentleman immediately on 
finding it. Yet the latter sustained no loss by the delay, and the 
finder himself gained an important acquisition,—an occasion to put 
himself to the blush, whenever he would value himself on his honesty. 


——— 


Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s sake.— 
1 Pet. 2. 18. 


A young woman in Livonia was compelled by her superiors, accord- 
ing to the slavish custom established in that country, to tend the 
cattle on their manor. She could on no account reconcile herself to 
this mode of living, because she thus forfeited all the blessings of 
christian fellowship, to which she had been formerly accustomed, and 
could not hope to be dismissed before the expiration of ten years. 
She therefore resolved—although inconsiderately—to elope from the 
service, and return to the abode of her parents. Her mother, having 
understood what was her object, replied: ‘* My child! that will never 
do; we must be obedient subjects, and thereby prove to our superiors, 
that we are children of God.” She then brought her daughter back 
to the manor, and related the whole affair to her master and mistress. 
The latter were so much pleased with this frank exposition, and with 
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the sentiments manifested on the occasion, that they not only forgave 
the daughter for her elopement, but also exonerated her at once from 
all further services. (This happened in 1762.) 


We learn to appreciate our privileges by their loss. 


A youth, who had been the occasion of much grief to his parents, on 
account of the indifference he manifested towards bis eternal interests, 
was put out to a trade at a place and with people, where he was bereft 
of every opportunity of enjoying religious privileges. He now awoke 
from his lethargy, and wrote to his parents, that he very gratefully ac- 
knowledged their faithful éndeavours, to instil religious principles into 
his mind; and much regretted, that he had turned them to so bad an 
account. In his present situation, he painfully felt the absence of 
spiritual privileges, and rejoiced when he Could find a single word to 
edify him, if it were but on a scrap of paper. Thus he had lately found 
a leaf, torn from one of Dr. Luther’s works, which he highly valued, 
and often perused for his comfort and instruction. 


Annual’ Meeting. 


On the 21st of August, 1822, the anniversary of the commencement 
of the United Brethren’s Missions, (90 years ago), the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen held their annual meeting 
at Bethlehem, agreeably to their Constitution; when the following 
Brethren wereelected Officers of the Society for the ensuing year: 

President Brother C. G. Huerrer, Episcopus Fratrum. 

Vice-President——_——-E. Ronpruaer 

Treasurer -——---L. D. Souweiniz, Agent for the Missionary 

Department of the Unity. 

Secretary——_———_—---J. J. Kummer. 

Assistant Directors, Brother J. F. Frerour 

- C. F. Semen. 
Owen Rice. 
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